‘Israeli Watergate* reported 

TEL AVIV (AF) — The oppos'd on Labour Party demanded a police inquiry 
Sunday following a newspaper report that supporters of Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir’s Likud bloc broke into Labour headquarters to steal 
information. Hie daily Maariv, which broke the story Friday, called it the 
“Israeli Watergate.” The paper claimed that three months before the 1988 
general election, private investigators broke into Labour election headquar- 
ters at a Tel Aviv hotel, photographed documents and passed them to the 
Likud. The paper voiced suspicions that Police Minister Rowi MOo, chairman 
of the Ukud 1988 elections campaign, may have been involved in the affair. 
Mr. MOO'S spokesman Rafi Levy said that “as far as the minister knows the 
published story never occurred." Likud spokesman GO Samsonov denied the 
party was involved . “The Likud doesn't know anything about the whole affair 
and if someone brought in the material we don’t know anything about it," Mr. 
Samsanov said. Labour party leader Shimon Peres demanded an investiga- 
tion, saying Maariv “cannot be left tip in the air." Party spokesman Sbmuel 
Algrabh said Labour was asking police to act. The party also demanded a 
parliamentary debate, but Speaker Dov Shilansky refined. 
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Happy 5 Eid Al Fitr 


AMMAN (J-T.) — Chief Manic Jtutiet 
mad flUMHan annoonetd Snnday that the 
of Shawal had b a m * dghtad and TEId Al Htr 
bagim Monday. The govarnmwt has dtdand a 
ftve-day hoBday to mark tfe* ’EM. AH mlnUtrias 
and govtnmwit dapM’hi unti wffl iwumt wort* 
on Saturday. 

Tha Jordan tinras wQI not ba pofeDsfewI cm Tnas- 
day and Wednesday. The n«xt issue of th« paper 
wfll appear on Itanday. The Jordan Time* 
wishes its readers and advertisers a vary happy 
*Btd Al Fitr. 
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Sabah family 
member 
admits drug 
smuggling 

CAIRO (R) — A member of 
Kuwait’s ruling family admitted 
Sunday that be smuggled heroin 
into Egypt but denied he was a 
drug trafficker. “1 brought in the 
heroin from Syria for my own 
use," Sheikh Tala! Nasser Al 
Sabah, a second cousin to 
Kuwait’s emir Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah, told reporters. 
"I burn 30-40 grammes of heroin 
daily. 1 am not selling it,” a tired 
and shaky Sheikh TaUd said after 
questioning by drugs prosecutors 
I see page 2). 

Algerian hijacker 
stands trial 

ALGIERS (R) — A man who 
tried to hijack a French airliner 
on a flight from Paris to Algiers 
last August went on trial in 
Algiers Sunday. Fayed Abdul 
Nasser Jamal, 30, an Algerian 
emigrant merchant under an ex- 
pulsion order from France, 
threatened the pilot of the Air 
France aircraft with “weapons” 
which turned out to be a cake of 
soap and a can of shaving cream. 
He gave himself up when the 
plane landed. He said he wanted 
to draw attention to the plight of 
Lebanese during the civil war. 
calling for an international con- 
ference on the conflict. After an 
argument over the use of Arabic, 
which is obligatory at Algerian 
trials, the court adjourned the 
case to an unspecified date. 

British attache 
leaves Algeria 

ALGIERS (R) — A British milit- 
ary attache in Algeria has been 
moved to another post. Algerian 
Radio said the government asked 
him to leave the country. A 
source close to the British embas- 
sy in Algiers said Royal Air Force 
Group Captain William Cross left 
Algiers on Friday after nine 
months in the post to take a job in 
another country. State radio said 
Capt. Cross was caught in the 
Birine region south of Algiers in 
possession of a camera, “knowing 
that the taking of photographs is 
prohibited in this area.” A 
’ spokesman for the embassy said 
he had no comment on the Alge- 
rian Radio report chat Capt.. 
Cross was asked to leave the 
country. 

EC plans talks 
with Israel, Turkey 

LUXEMBOURG (R) — Luxem- 
bourg's Prime Minister Jacques 
Santer, whose country is current 
president of the European Com- 
munity (EC), will meet Israeli 
and Turkish leaders in London 
Monday, he said Sunday. Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
bad requested a meeting with Mr. 
Santer, who will be in London for 
inaugural meetings of the Euro- 
pean Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development. Mr. Santer 
will also have talks with Turkish 
Prime Minister Yildirim Akbulut. 

Israel deports 
Ethiopian girl 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israel has 
deported a 16-year-old Ethiopian 
girl after discovering she was not 
Jewish, immigration officials said 
Sunday- “She came here on false 
pretences. She was presented as 
befog Jewish when she was not,” 
skid a spokesman for the Jewish 
Agency, which brings immigrants 
to Israel. He said the girl had 
stated she was the daughter of a 
Jewish Ethiopian couple in order 
to acquire immigration papers. 
Ethiopian Jews may immigrate to 
Israel under a family reunifica- 
tion programme. In March, 
Ethiopia temporarily suspended 
the emigration and accused 
Israeli authorities in Addis Aba- 
ba of giving visas to non-Jews. 


72 wounded from 
Mali In Libya 

NICOSIA (R) — Seventy-two 
people from Mali arrived in Libya 
Saturday for treatment to wounds 
received during last month's re- 
volt against former President 
Moussa Traore, the Libyan news 
agency JANA said Sunday. They 
were flown on a Libyan plane, 
said JANA, monitored in Cyp- 
rus, A Libyan medical team was 
due to fly to Mali 



•S. begins 

Iraq pullout 


Combined agency dispatches 

THE UNITED States Sunday be- 
gan pulling back all its troops in 
southern Iraq to a newly estab- 
lished demilitarised zone along 
the Iraq- Kuwait border, the U.S. 
central command announced. 

Many of the troops would 
move on to bases in Saudi Arabia 
for immediate return borne, said 
a U.S. command spokesman on 
condition of anonymity. 

Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney confirmed the order to 
pull back the U.S.-based first 
Infantry Division and the 
European-based Third 
Armoured Division, from their 
current positions south of the 
Euphrates River. 

“Within the next several days 
we’ll be out of southern Iraq 
except for" the demilitarised strip 
reaching 10 kilometres into Iraq 
from the Kuwait border. Mr. 
Cheney told NBC television in 
Washington. 

“Our forces are now pulling 
back to that buffer zone and wfll 
stay there until the blue-helmeted 
force arrives from the U.N.,” 
Mr. Cheney said. Under the Gulf 
war ceasefire terms, a United 


Nations peacekeeping force is to 
monitor the 200-kilometre bor- 
der, but the timin g has not been 
set. 

The U.S. command reported 
that U.S.. troop strength in the 
Gulf had dropped Sunday io 
295,000 from a peak of 540,000 at 
the height of the Gulf war, which 
ended Feb. 28. 

Mr. Cheney reiterated a U.S. 
pledge, made earlier by President 
George Bush, to continue send- 
ing relief supplies to refugees 
stranded on Iraq's borders. 

“We'U continue that effort un- 
til international organisations are 
able to take over,” Mr. Cheney 
said, at least “for the next several 
days...” 

“We’re the only ones capable 
of providing this kind of assist- 
ance," Mr. Cheney told inter- 
viewer Gerrick Utley. “Our ma- 
jor effort right now, Gerrick, is of 
course in the south where we are 
providing for those people who 
fled to Safwan and down along 
the Kuwaiti border.” 

He said there were also major 
efforts, with the British and 
French, in Turkey and along 
Iraq’s northern border with Tur- 
key, to air drop food, water and 
other supplies to the refugees. 


“Eventually it’s the kind of 
effort I think ought to be taken 
over by international relief orga- 
nisations,” Mr. Cheney said. But, 
he said, “we clearly are not going 
to withdraw and end the effort in 
a way that leaves those people 
vulnerable.” 

The U.S. command said in a 
communique that allied forces 
would “continue to protect and 
provide humanitarian assistance 
to refugees in the demilitarised 
zone, to include the refugees at 
Safwan.” 

It also invited any other re- 
fugees in the area formerly occu- 
pied by the Americans to move 
into the demilitarised zone for 
assistance and protection if they 
so desired. 

The command did not give the 
numbers of troops involved in the 
Iraq pullout. Each division num- 
bers from 15,000 to 20,000 
troops, plus supporting elements 
such as transportation units. 

A 1,440-member U.N. 
peacekeeping force, the first ele- 
ments of which arrived in Kuwait 
Saturday, is to take over patroll- 
ing the demilitarised zone. 

The command said the allied 

(Continued on page 4) 


Saddam visits north, 
urges Kurds to return 


Combined agency dispatches 

IRAQI PRESIDENT SADDAM 
Hussein has told Kurds who fled 
Iraq after their month-long rebel- 
lion was crushed that they can go 
home without fear of reprisal, 
except for murderers, rapists and 
thieves. 

The president's message was 
delivered in the Kurdish town of 
Erbil Saturday when he made his 
first visit to the region since the 
rebellion was crushed last month. 

The visit was splashed on the 
front pages of Iraq’s official news- 
papers Sunday. It stressed that 
Kurds who merely voiced support 
for the rebels during street de- 
monstrations had nothing to fear 
from the authorities. 

“What is past is past. We are 
starting anew," President Sad- 
dam told the deputy governor of 
Erbil province and members of 
the ruling Baath Patty there. 
“Let everyone return to their 
home town and people and let us 
start anew.” 

“The killers, the violators of 


people’s honour and those who 
stole the assets of the state and 
the people and have not returned 
them — we do not give guaran- 
tees to those people.” 

He told officials in the Kurdis- 
tan autonomous region which 
covers the provinces of Erbil, 
Sulaimaniya and Dohuk, to 
spread the message. 

President Saddam said be had 
ordered security agents to leave 
ordinary Kurds alone. “Don’t 
even ask them a single question.” 
He said many had been led 
astray by “the devil." 

“We mean those people we call 
hooligans because they slipped 
and followed the devil.” 

He said ordinary Kurds had 
nothing to fear even if they had 
been caught up in the unrest. “He 
who has been forced to leave his 
home and support the rebels in 
demonstrations or who shouted 
with them is pardoned.” 

Iran and Turkey say two mil- 
lion Iraqis have sought sanctuary 
on their territory after the 
crushing of the Kurdish rebellion 


and unrest by Shiites in south- 
ern Iraq. " 

A delegation from the United 
Nations has begun talks with Iraq 
Sunday on ways of easing the 
plight of the refugees. 

“I outlined the views of the 
United Nations," the leader of 
the U.N. team, Eric Suy, told 
Reuters. “It has to do with the 
displaced persons.” 

Mr. Suy began his talks on 
Saturday by meeting the head of 
tiie Foreign Ministry department 
dealing with international orga- 
nisations. 

He met Prime Minister Saa- 
doun Hammadi and other mem- 
bers of his government on Sun- 
day. 

Iraq, which dismissed talk of 
reprisals as lies spread by the 
rebels, crashed the rebellion in 
the south before wheeling round 
to dislodge the Kurdish rebels fo 
the north. 

President Saddam, who has 
promised moves towards demo- 
cracy, said the time had come for 

(Continued an page 4) 


Italian 
government 
gets off to 
shaky start 

ROME (R) — Politicians from 
left to right gave Italian Prime 
Minister Giulio Andreotti’s new 
coalition a thumbs down Sunday, 
reflecting internal dissent that 
brought down his last govern- 
ment on March 29. 

Dubbed a stop-gap govern- 
ment by* the press, his coalition 
got off to a shaky start when one 
party walked out, leaving three 
ministries vacant even before it 
was sworn in Saturday. 

Even Mr. Andreotti’s own 
ministers commented sarcastical- 
ly on the false start for Italy's 50th 
post-war government, which left 
him bolding the portfolios re- 
jected by the Republican Party. 

“This government was bora 
prematurely and it's therefore 
going to have to spend some time 
in the incubator,” said Socialist 
Deputy Premier G audio Martel- 
H. 

It was Mr. Andreotti's Socialist 
allies who provoked the crisis in 
February by vetoing a cabinet 
reshuffle. In the end, the two- 
month crisis produced little else. 

“New government, old faces,” 
commented one newspaper. 

“Interim government,” the 
financial daily II Sole-24 Ore proc- 

(Contixmed on page 2) 


Iraq accuses Iran 
of violating ceasefire 


NICOSIA (R) — Iraq said Sun- 
day an Iranian force killed one of 
its soldiers and kidnapped nine 
others in a cross-border raid last 
week in violation of the U.N.- 
brokered ceasefire which ended 
their eight-year war. 

The Iraqi News Agency. (TNA) 
said the charge was made in a 
complaint sent to U.N. Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
last Tuesday. 

“The violation reaffirms the 
Iranian government's insistence 
on violating the ceasefire be- 
tween the two countries and its 
premeditated effort to undermine 
Iraq's sovereignty and security," 
Iraq said in its note, submitted by 
its ambassador to the United 
Nations, Abdul Amir Al Anbari. 

“My government reaffirms the 
Iranian government's responsibil- 
ity for all the damage caused by 
these violations and demands it 
return all the kidnapped sol- 
diers,” he said. 

The latest rift between the two 
neighbours echoed the animosity 
of their 1980-88 war. 

Baghdad accused Tehran of 
inciting twin rebellions by Shiites 
in south Iraq and Kurds in the- 
north of the country. They were 
crushed by Iraqi government 
forces, triggering a massive ex- 
odus of refugees to Turkey and 
Iran. 

On Friday, Baghdad chal- 
lenged Tehran’s assertion that it 


was ready to return 22 Iraqi 
aircraft which fled to Iran during 
the Gulf war to escape destruc- 
tion by the allies' air and missile 
attacks. It said 148 of its planes 
had fled to Iran. 

The rift ended a short period of 
improvement in ties which began 
soon after Iraq invaded Kuwait in 
August last year. Iran was neutral 
in the Gulf war. 

An Iranian newspaper urged 
the Tehran government Sunday 
not to return the Iraqi planes. 

Kayhan International con- 
tended the Iraqi government of 
President Saddam Hussein had 
no right to the aircraft because it 
no longer represented the Iraqi 
people. 

‘Tehran should never return 
the Iraqi military planes ... as 
long as the person of Saddam 
rales," said the English-language 
newspaper. 

“The planes belong to the Iraqi 
people ...” 

The Iranian Foreign Ministry 
Sunday protested to Iraq’s charge 
d’affaires in Tehran about the 
Iraqi figure for the number of 
aircraft, which he described as 
untrue. 

“A Foreign Minsitry official 
today warned the Iraqi charge 
d’affaires that such erroneous 
claims raised by Iraqi officials 
would mislead world public opin- 
ion,” the Iranian News Agency 
IRNA said. 



Prince Sadruddin Aqa Khan (left) with Dr. Mkhd 
Hamarneh, director of the office of His Royal 


Highness Crown Prince Hassan, who received him 
upon arrival Snnday (Petra photo) 


Aga Khan en route to Iraq 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prince Sad- 
ruddine Aga Khan, the executive 
envoy of United Nations Secre- 
tary General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar for humanitarian affairs, 
arrived Sunday in Amman on his 
way to Baghdad where he will 
hold talks with Iraqi officials on 
the post-war situation in Iraq. 

Prince Aga Khan said in a 
statement upon arrival at the 
airport that his visit to Iraq conies 
within the framework of im- 
plementing the U.N. humanita- 
rian programme which aims to 
extend aid to those affected by 
the recent incidents in Iraq. 

He said Iraqi women and chil- 
dren were the worst hit by the 
Gulf crisis. He added that the 
U.N. had conducted a survey on 
the needs of those affected by the 
Gulf war. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar has called 
for drawing up an emergency prog- 
ramme which includes the alloca- 


tion of S178 million worth of 
assistance to the people affected 
by the crisis. 

Prince Aga Khan said his mis- 
sion in Baghdad will centre on 
implementing this programme. 
He wfll meet with Iraqi officials 
and will pay field visits to parts of 
Iraq to get firsthand knowledge 
on tbe needs of the Iraqi people. 

He said his tour in the region 
might indude Iran and Turkey to 
inspect the conditions of Iraqi 
refugees there. 

The U-N. envoy was received 
in the airport by tbe director of 
the office of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, Dr. 
Michel Hamarneh, and several 
representatives of international 
organisations in Amman. 

In Baghdad, the United Na- 
tions and tbe government Sunday 
discussed ways of alleviating the 
plight of hundreds of thousands 
of Iraqis. 


“We made good progress,” 
Assistant U.N. Secretary General 
Zia Rizvi told Reuters after the 
talks. 

Mr. Rizvi is in a three-member 
team preparing the ground for 
the visit by Prince Aga Khan, in 
overall charge of meeting huma- 
nitarian needs in and around Iraq 
and Kuwait. 

Prince Aga Khan was expected 
in Baghdad on Monday. 

The U.N. team, led by Belgian 
Eric Suy. met Prime Minister 
Saadouo Hammadi, Foreign 
Minister Ahmad Hussein Khn- 
dayer and Information Minister 
Hamid Yousef Hammadi. 

Mr. Hammadi told the Iraqi 
News Agency after meeting Mr. 
Suy be was satisfied with tbe 
discussions and repeated calls for 
all Iraqi Kurds to return. 

He said Iraq was ready to 
cooperate with any U.N. initia- 
tive that would help their return. 


Aziz holds 
talks with 
Masri, leaves 
for home 

AMMAN (AP) — Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz met 
Sunday with Foreign Minister 
Taher Al Masri and discussed 
post-Guff war Middle East 
strategy, a source said. 

Mr. Aziz, who arrived in Am- 
man late Saturday night after 
rounding up a tour to Sudan and 
Yemen, departed on a 22-hour 
land trip to Baghdad. 

This was Mr. Aziz’s second 
visit to Jordan within three days 
— coinciding with tbe departure 
and return of Mr. Masri after 
Middle East peace talks with 
U.S. Secretary of Slates James 
Baker in Geneva Friday. 

An informed source said Mr. 
Aziz's talks Sunday “centered on 
Middle East peace strategy in the 
aftermath' of the Gulf war.” 

Speaking on condition of 
anonymity, the source refused to 
disclose further information ab- 
out Aziz-Masri talks saying they 
were “confidential.” 

An Iraqi embassy official said 
Mr. Aziz’s visit to Jordan “was 
not official. He came here only to 
continue his route by land to 
Baghdad.” 

On Thursday, Mr. Aziz was 
received by His Majesty King 
Hussein, Prime Minister Mudar 
Badran and other Jordanian offi- 
cials also met with Mr. Aziz and 
discussed Iraq’s reconstruction 
plans. 


Poll shows 
Palestinians 
support 
confederation 

TEL AVIV (AP) — A survey of 
more than 1,100 Israeli Jews pub- 
lished Sunday showed a persisting 
trend of “creeping conciliation" 
towards the Palestinians despite 
the Gulf war. 

The annual poD, conducted for 
Tel Aviv University’s Jaffee Cen- 
tre for Strategic Studies, found 
that nearly one^ third of those 
surveyed said the war had 
changed their political opinions. 

But about half of those said 
they became more hawkish,; 
while the other half adopted 
more dovish attitudes. leaving the 
population divided on how to 
proceed towards peace, the 
analysts said. 

Still, the survey said it detected 
“creeping conciliation which bas 
characterised Israel over the past 
years.” 

For example, 58 per cent of 
those surveyed this year favoured 
a return of the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, op from 
about 47 per cent in 1987, the 
survey found. Thirty-four per 
cent would agree to an indepen- 
dent Palestinian state, up from 
less than 25 per cent five years 
ago, it said. 

A separate door-to-door sur- 
vey of Palestinian attitudes by an 
Arab Jerusalem Research Centre 
found tbe Arabs very pessimistic 
about peace prospects following 
the Gulf war. 

The surveyors 'interviewed 
nearly 3,000 people, in the West 
Bank, Gaza Strip and Arab Jeru- 
salem, according to the report 
published in the Al Nahar news- 
paper. 

The study found that 67 per 
cent of Palestinians questioned in 
tbe West Bank and 74 per cent in 
Gaza expected a lot of talk 
about peace this year but no 
resolution of the Arab-Israeli. 
conflict. 

The report by tbe Arab Centre 
for Research and Studies also 
indicated rising support for a 
Jordan-Palestinian confederation 
in the occupied territories. 

It said that before the war, 
Palestinians showed strongest 
support for an independent 
Palestinian state replacing Israel 
or in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. After the conflict, 65 per 
cent in the West Bank and 56 per 
cent in Arab Jerusalem opted for 
confederation with Jordan, .it 
added. 

The Jaffee Centre study was 
die latest in a series of surveys 
begun in 1984 by Asher Aron, a 
professor at die University of 
Haifa. 

(Continued on page 4) 


Shamir dusts off ‘autonomy’ 
plan, offers it to Palestinians 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
Sunday offered Palestinians li- 
mited self-rule in tbe occupied 
territories, as outlined in the 1978 
accords with Egypt which Palesti- 
nians rejected. 

Mr. Shamir flew to London 
where be is to meet Soviet Prime 
Minister Valentin Pavlov (see 
page 2). At an airport news con- 
ference, be said he would urge 
the Soviet Union to restore full 
diplomatic relations with Israel 
and present his positions on 
peace talks. 

“... In the negotiations for 
Camp David accords we spoke of 
full autonomy (for Palestinians). 
And there was an impressive list 
of the powers they wfll receive in 
all the areas of life except for 
some things which make the dif- 
ference between the type of rale 
they will receive and an indepen- 
dent state.” 

Mr. Shamir and his advisers 
said the proposal was not new but 
based on the 1978 Camp 
David accords under which Israel 
and Egypt agreed that Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territories 
should be granted an interim 
period of limited self rule. 

According to that agreement, 
Palestinians would control inter- 
nal affairs but not security or 
foreign affairs. Mr. Shamir said 
offices set up to manage these 
internal gffriirs would be the 
equivalent of ministries. 

Mr. Shamir said his proposal 
would let Palestinians set up 
ministries for police, culture, 
education, trade, justice and 
health. They would take charge 
of their own matters except for 
foreign affairs and defence. 

“Tbe security services would 
remain ours,” be was quoted as 
saying. He said the sides would 
have to discuss creating political 
parties and newspapers in the 
occupied territories. 

Palestinian leaders rejected tbe 
Camp David accords and the 
autonomy plan has not yet been 
implemented. In May 1989, Israel 
proposed elections in the occu- 
pied territories to choose repre- 
sentatives to negotiate self-rule 
with Israel. 

Mr. Shamir said he would ex- 
plain Israel’s ideas for resolving 
the Arab-Israeli conflict to Mr. 
Pavlov in London. 

“We made the participation of 
tbe Soviet Union in providing 
auspices in a regular meeting 
between Israel and tbe Arab 
World conditional on foil norma- 
lisation of diplomatic relations. 
Of course we will talk about 
this,” Mr. Sh amir said. 

The Soviet Union severed ties 


with Israel in 1967 and relations 
are now at the consular level. 

The United States is trying to 
bring Israelis and Arabs to the 
negotiating table. 

Israel and tbe United States 
have agreed to a regional confer- 
ence attended by Israel, Palesti- 
nians and Arab states, with U.S. 
and possibly Soviet participation. 
It is not yet dear if Palestinians or 
Arab states will agree to this 
forum. 

Foreign Minister David Levy 
urged the governmnet on Sunday 
to quietly press ahead with Jewish 
settlement in the occupied terri- 
tories, described by the United 
States as an obstacle to peace. . 

Mr. Shamir said it was his 
government’s policy to expand 
“development” in the occupied 
territories. 

Mr. Shamfr also said Sunday he 
was bearing “positive things and 
less positive things” about U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker's 
talks with Arab leaders on peace 
moves. 

Mr. Shamir said Baker's inten- 
sification of Middle East di- 
plomacy “proves that there is 
something in it, something to talk 
about it” 

Mr. Shamir said be did not yet 
have a full report on Mr. Baker’s 
talks with Egyptian, Syrian, 
Saudi and Jordanian officials dur- 
ing his last tonr of the region last 
week. 

But from what be had heard, 
Mr. Shamir said, “there are posi- 
tive things and less positive 
things; there are things that are 
agreed and things that are not 
agreed.” He would not give any 

(Coathued on page 4) 


Arafat said 
to reject 
regional 
conference 

RABAT (R) — Palestine libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat has rejected 
U.S. Secretary of State.. James 
-Baker's proposal for a regional 
Middle East peace conference. 

Mr. Arafat, who conferred 
twice Saturday night with King 
Hassan in Rabat, rejected tbe 
proposal in a - statement shortly 
after his arrival, Moroccan state 
television reported. 

The PLO fears the proposed 
regional conference grouping the 
United States, the Soviet Union, 
Arab states and Israel, would 
serve as a pretext for nor maftdng 

Israel’s relations with Arab states 
and push the Palestinian issue 
into the background. 

The PLO demands that any 
Middle East peace conference be 
based on United Nations resolu- 
tions. 

An official PLO spokesman in 
Tunis said at the weekend that 
“tbe PLO is following with keen 
interest the contacts and talks 
conducted by American Secret- 
ary of State James Baker ... and 
when the time comes will define 
the Palestinian position after 
studying the results.” 

Mr. Baker ended his second 
Middle East tour since the end of 
the Gulf war Friday. 


Upon the Occasion of 
EID AL-FITR 



ARAB BANK 

is honoured to convey to 
HIS MAJESTY KING HUSSEIN 

and to the 

ARAB & ISLAMIC NATIONS 
Its most cordial wishes and greetings 




Thousands of lives said at risk 
in impending famine in Sudan 


NICOSIA (R) — A plan to save 
the lives of thousands threatened 
with famine in southern Sudan 
has been so held up by the 
government that Western donor 
states are considering going 
ahead without official approval. 

Relief officials in the Sudanese 
capital, Khartoum, said on Sun- 
day that hundreds, possibly 
thousands of southern Sudanese 
would die within three months 
unless famine relief was rushed to 
their war-stricken region. 

The officials, contacted by tele- 
phone. said they were so alarmed 
by the delay and worried about 
loss of life that they were con- 
sidering giving the military gov- 
ernment of Omar Hassan A1 
Bashir an ultimatum. 

They said they feared a repeat 
of 19S8 when a quarter of a 
million southern Sudanese died 
from hunger and malnutrition 
aggravated by years of civil war in 
the vast region. 

The officials said a blueprint 
for a relief operation was submit- 
ted to the government three 
weeks ago after months of tough 
talks over details but there has 
been no response. 

Unless the government moved 
quickly, the donors would order 
the launch of a cross-border relief 
operation for the south without 
Khartoum's official go-ahead, the 
relief officials said. 

Such an operation would be 
primarily targetted at rebel-held 
areas and would use neighbour- 

Nixon talks 
tough against 

Iraqi leader 

NEW YORK (R) — Former 
U.S. President Richard Nixon 
has said he would order the assas- 
sination of Iraqi leader Saddam 
Hussein if he were still in the 
White House. 

In die transcript of a U.S. tele- 
vision interview aired Sunday, 
Mr. Nixon also said Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev might have 
missed his chance to change his 
countiy. 

Mr. "Nixon. 78. called President 
Saddam “an international 
menace" and would be a “threat 
to peace and stability in the 
area," within five years if he 
stayed in power. 

“If I could find a way to get 
him out of there, even putting a 
contract out on him. if the CIA 
(Central Intelligence Agency) 
still did that sort of a thing, 
assuming it ever did. I would be 
for it.’* Mr. Nixon said. 

The term "contract” is U.S. 
organised crime jargon for a 
hired killing. 

Mr. Nixon, the only U.S. presi- 
dent to resign from office, was 
known as a tough-minded inter- 
national negotiator during his 
time as U.S. leader from 1969 to 
1974. 

If President Saddam were wil- 
ling to leave Iraq in exchange for 
an agreement noi to be prose- 
cuted for "war crimes,” Mr. Nix- 
on said he would be “greatly 
tempted’* to agree to the deal. 

Speaking of Mr. Gorbachev, 
whom Mr. Nixon met during a 
recent visit to the Soviet Union, 
the former president said Soviet 
citizens felt he was “weak." 

“They said he was indecisive. 
They said he was a talker, rather 
than a doer. One of them de- 
scribed him... as a brutal wimp," 
he said. 

Mr. Gorbachev made “a fun- 
damental error in turning to reac- 
tionaries in order to keep power, 
when by continuing to work with 
reformers, he could make a new 
Soviet Union." he said. 

"Mr. Nixon said Boris Yeltsin, 
the Russian Federation president 
who is considered Mr. Gorba- 
chev’s chief rival, had “animal 
magnetism" and was "a formid- 
able political personality.'* 

Since his resignation Mr. Nixon 
has written several books and 
emerged as an elder statesman 
who often comments on public 
events. 


ing Kenya, Uganda and the Cen- 
tral African Republic as bases, 
they said. 

The three black African na- 
tions are often at odds with Sudan 
and known to be sympathetic to 
southern Sudanese rebels, who 
says they champion the rights of 
the animist and Christian south 
against domination by the Ara- 
bised Muslim north. 

“The donors have already 
started to call it the ‘relief by 
force* option,” said one official. 
■‘They hope to obtain some sort 
of an international mandate to do 
so on humanitarian grounds.” 

Sudan's relief policies have in 
recent months been sharply criti- 
cised by the United States, Bri- 
tain and the European Commun- 
ity — the country’s three main 
relief donors. 

Its sympathy with Iraq over the 
Gulf crisis and alleged human 
rights violations by the govern- 
ment, in power since a civilian 
administration was toppled in a 
coup led by Gen. Bashir in 1989. 
have led to its relative isolation 
abroad. 

“Unless food goes now, heavy 
casualties will occur within three 
months,” said one senior relief 
official who recently returned 
from a United Narions-sponsored 
survey of south Sudan. 

'‘People are already dying, but 
hundreds, and possibly 
thousands, will die soon if food 
does not reach them.” 

“There is an obvious absence 
of a spirit of peace on the part of 


the government/' said one relief 
official who took part in the talks 
with the government. 

He said ..the government was 
taking an increasingly hardline 
stand on the southern rebellion 
and the work of foreign relief 
workers in Sudan. 

Gen. Bashir's government 
abruptly ended a U.N.-led relief 
operation for the south in De- 
cember and had earlier accused 
relief workers of aiding rebels 
and undermining security. 

The war in the south, the 
second since an earlier, 17-year 
bout of civil strife ended in 1972, 
has forced more than three mil- 
lion southerners to flee their 
homes. 

U.N. bodies and voluntary re- 
lief organisations believe an esti- 
mated 7.5 million people face 
acute hunger in Sudan this year. 
They say 1.2 million tonnes of 
food supplies are needed for 1991 
to head off widespread deaths. 

They said 500,000 tonnes were 
needed for southern areas and 
garrison towns held by the army,- 
while 200,000 more should go to 
areas controlled by the rebel 
Sudan People's Liberation Army. 

The crisis, which Gen. Bashir's 
government has called a “food 
gap,” is the result of a drought, 
resultant crop failures and civil 
strife. 

“The absence of a plan of 
action for the south means that 
zero amount of food has been 
pledged so far for the area,” said 
one U.N. relief worker. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 

Israel says troops killed two guerrillas 

TEL AVTV (AP) — Israeli troops killed two Arab guerrillas in a 
dash Sunday in South Lebanon, the army command said. The 
incident occurred as the soldiers were patrolling in the western 
sector of Israel’s self-proclaimed “security zone," the army said in 
a communique. It said two guerrillas were killed and that Israeli 
troops sustained no injuries. No other details were released. Israel 
carved out the 1,100 square kilometre zone in 1985 when it 
withdrew the bulk of its forces after a three-year occupation of 
southern Lebanon. The zone is patrolled jointly by Israel and 
members of the Israeli-financed South Lebanon Army militia. 

Egyptian food poisoning rises to 19 

CAIRO (AP) — At least 19 people have died from food poisoning 
after eating salted fish in a spring feast this week, newspapers said 
Sunday. Hundreds of Egyptians suffered from food poisoning after 
eating the fish which apparently all came from one shop. Daily A1 
Ahram newspaper said that the shop's owner, Montassir Moham- 
mad Ali, was released on a 3,000 pound ($1,000) bafi. A1 Ahram 
said that the number of deaths from the poisoning had readied 19. 
Another daily, Al Gomhuriya, said only 14 had died. Last Monday, 
.millions of Egyptians celebrated the holiday called Sham Al 
Nessirm, or “smell the breeze/' a traditional feast that heralds the 
start of spring. The feast originated in antiquity, when Egypt was 
ruled by Pharaohs. Part of its tradition is eating salted fish, onions, 
eggs and lettuce. 

Siad Barre’s loyalists reportedly defeated 

NAIROBI (AP) — Somalia's interim government says it has 
repulsed an attack by loyalist forces of ex-President Mohammad 
Siad Barre in an area southwest of the capital of Mogadishu. In a 
broadcast Saturday night, Somali radio said the Barre loyalists had 
launched an attack in the Shabeellaha Hoose region, but had been 
repulsed. The broadcast, monitored in Nairobi, did not report the 
specific location of the battle, when it occurred or give casualty 
figures for either side. The broadcast quoted Husayn Ali Shidow, 
chairman of the United Somali Congress, as saying the Sad Barre 
loyalists had been dealt a “devastating blow.” The United Somali 
Congress drove Siad Barre ont of Mogadishu in late January and set 
up an interim government. It was one of several rebel groups 
seeking the ex-president's ouster. The interim government has not 
been accepted by all other rebel groups and it has been engaged in 
scattered fighting with some of them and remnants of Mr. Siad 
Bane's army. 

French nationals injured in Iran crash 

NICOSIA (R) — Four French nationals and five Iranians were 
injured when their helicopter crashed in northwestern Iran Sunday 
on a relief flight for Kurdish refugees. Their Chinook helicopter 
crash landed in the Kurdish border town of Sardasht, a teeming 
refugee centre. “All those on board are reportedly in satisfactory 
condition,” the national news agency IRNA said. It did not identify 
the French nationals but said they included two doctors, a reporter 
and a relief worker. 

Algerian contractors end strike 

ALGIERS (R) — Private building contractors ended an eight-day 
strike over payments Sunday after discussing their grievances with 
the government. The stoppage had affected 7.000 building projects 
and laid off 80,000 employees. In a statement the General Union of 
Building Contractors (UGEA) “declares the strike is called off and 
urges its members to resume work immediately.” It said the 
ministries of equipment and social affairs had shown understanding 
of their demands, which included the freezing of building material 
prices, payment of arrears and the abolition of a new tax. 


Shamir 
to meet 
Pavlov, 
Major 

TEL AVTV (AP) — Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir is to meet for 
the first time this week with his 
Soviet counterpart, Valentin S. 
Pavlov, and is expected to push 
for full diplomatic relations with 
the Soviet Union, government 
-officials said Sunday. 

The meeting with Mr. Pavlov 
— as well as European leaders 
including British Prime Minister 
John Major — are to take place 
during a two-day visit to London. 

The central purpose of his trip 
is to attend the Monday inaugura- 
tion of the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment. The financial institution is 
being set up to help rebuild the 
economies of Eastern Europe. 

Government officials, who in- 
sisted on anonymity, said Mr. 
Shamir was likely to uTge Mr. 
Pavlov to push for restoration of 
fell diplomatic relations. 

Israel has made restoration of 
relations a condition for the 
Soviets joining any Middle East 
peace process. 

The Soviet Union broke di- 
plomatic ties with Israel after the 
1967 Middle East war. 

Relations between the two 
countries have warmed over the 
past several years. Late last year 
the countries' missions were 
raised to consular status. 

Meantime, thousands of Soviet 
Jews have immigrated to Israel 
since the Soviet Union relaxed 
exit policies in the spring of 1989. 
So far, more than 230,000 Soviets 
have arrived, and government 
officials predict that between 
200,000 and 300,000 Soviet Jews 
will come this year. 

Government officials said Sha- 
mir also planned meeting with 
political leaders from Romania. 
Chechoslovakia, the Netherlands, 
Luxembourg and Bulgaria. 

Israel is seeking to improve its 
relations with European nations 
in advance of the 1992 economic 
unification of the European Com- 
munity. Israel wants special trad- 
ing status with the community. 

The government officials said 
Mr. Shamir probably would brief 
Major and other European offi- 
cials on his recent talks with U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
on Middle East peace prospects. 

Israel has proposed a regional 
conference to get negotiations 
under way. It has ruled out an 
international conference — which 
would include European parti- 
cipation. 


Member of Al Sabah family 
held for heroin trafficking 


Karami: Force will not be 
used to disarm Palestinians 


CAIRO (Agencies) — A mem- 
ber of the ruling Kuwaiti family 
has been arrested with nearly one 
kilogramme of heroin in his pos- 
session, a newspaper and a police 
officer said Sunday. 

Daily Al Ahram newspaper, in 
a front-page report, said Sheikh 
Talal Nasser Al Sabah was 
arrested m» his furnished flat 
Saturday night. A Syrian man, 
Abdou Ahmad Naiim. was also 
arrested. 

Al Ahram said undercover 
narcotics agents posing as drug 
dealers had offered to buy one 
million pounds ($300,000) worth 
of heroin from Sheikh Talal. 
They arrested him as the transac- 
tion took place and found three 
quarters of a kilogramme of he- 
roin in his flat. 

A police officer at the narcotics 
department confirmed Sheikh 
Talal's arrest. The narcotics pro- 
secutor's office said no charges 
had been filed and that the inter- 
rogation of Sheikh Talal and the 
Syrian was to start later Sunday. 

Sheikh Talal’s exact rela- 
tionship to Kuwait's Al Sabah 
ruling family was not immediately 
known. 

Al Ahram said that preliminary 
investigations showed that Sheikh 
Talal was allegedly a heroin addict 
who resorted to trading in drugs 
to keep up with his expenses. The 
investigations said he hid the 


heroin in his baggage which 
us uall y went unchecked at air- 
ports because of the Al Sabah 
name. 

If charged and convicted, the 
Kuwaiti and Syrian could face the 
death penalty. 

“They will stand before pro- 
secutors on Sunday/' one officer 
said. 

The police said they bad been 
keeping an eye on Sheikh Talal, 
who visited Egypt^ often. They 
said he was a heroin addict and 
became a trafficker to maintain 
his lavish lifestyle. 

“He used to hide the heroin in 
his luggage, taking advantage of 
the good treatment members of 
the Al Sabah family got at Egyp- 
tian entry ports," the officer said. 

Police said Sheikh Talal and his 
Syrian partner were selling the 
heroin for almost $91,000. 

Sheikh Talal, police said, 
would not get any special treat- 
ment because he was a member 
of the Al Sabah family. 

Kuwaiti embassy officials could 
not immediately be reached. 

Egypt began a serious crack- 
down on drug traffickers in 1989 
after thousands of its young took 
to drugs and Cairo's maze-like 
alleys and backstreets teemed 
with hundreds of drug peddlers. 

It executed its first convicted 
drug smuggler, a Pakistani, in 
July 1989. 


Gulf states to discuss fund 
for Arab states hit by war 


BAHRAIN (R) — Finance 
ministers from six Gulf Arab 
states will meet in Riyadh next 
Sunday to approve plans for a 
multi-billion dollar fund for Arab 
countries hit by the Gulf crisis, 
diplomats and officials in the 
region said Sunday. 

They said the six Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC) states — 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, 
Oman, the United Arab Emirates 
and Bahrain — planned to put an 
bridal $5 billion In the fund, which 
was set up al their summit in 
Doha last December. 

The fund, which will eventually 
total $15 billion, would extend 
soft loans to poor Arab countries 
which are part of die allied coali- 
tion against Iraq, such as Egypt 
and Syria. 

Countries such as Yemen, Jor- 
dan and Sudan would initially be 
excluded although eventually ev- 
ery Arab state would be eligible 
for aid, the diplomats said. 

Many Arab states were hit eco- 
nomically by the Gulf crisis, 
which disrupted trade and halted 
the remittance of salaries by 


Extreme leftist group kills 
two policemen in Turkey 


ISTANBUL (R) — Gunmen shot 
dead two Turkish police officers 
in Istanbul Saturday, the left- 
wing extremist group Dev-Sol 
(Revolutionary Path) claimed re- 
sponsibility. 

It was the second time this 
weekend the group said it had 
struck. Dev-Solclaimed responsi- ’ 
bilfty for the bombing of two 
private Turkish airline offices in 
Istanbul earlier on Saturday. 

The policemen were killed as 
they sat in their car. 

“Twenty empty cartridges were 
found on the spot. Apparently 
they were killed from almost 
point blank range/' a police offi- 
cial told Reuters. 

An anonymous caller to news- 
paper offices in Istanbul said the 
policemen were shot dead by 
Dev-Sol in revenge for the deaths 
of two of their members in a 
shootout with police in the Ae- 
gean port city of Izmir Friday. 

“The assailants have fled after 
the shooting. Operations are con- 
tinuing but there have been no 
arrests made so far,” the police 
official said. 

The semi-official Anatolian 
news agency said the squad car 
came under fire on a road in 
Istanbul's working class Gun- 
goren district and the officers 
were gunned down as they tried 


to get out of the vehicle. 

On Saturday the group said it 
attacked the two airlines which it 
accused of operating domestic 
flights to weaken a strike by 
workers of the state-run Turkish 
Airlines. 

Dev-Sol, the most deadly ex- 
tremist group active in Turkey, 
has claimed responsibility for at 
least a dozen killings of former 
police and military officials last 
year. 

This year alone, the Marxist 
group said it was behind the 
killing of two American citizens 
in Turkey and a former Turkish 
general in his Istanbul home. 

An offshoot of Turkey’s first 
leftist extremist group of the late 
1960$, the Dev-Genc (Revolution-* 
ary Youth), Dev-Sol was largely 
crushed together with other left 
and right-wing extremist groups 
by a 1980 military coup and three 
years of army rule. 

Many of its leaders and mem- 
bers were tried and imprisoned 
after 1980. But a major jail break 
in Istanbul in 1987 set loose key 
Dev-Sol members. 

During the Gulf war, .the group 
said it was behind a score of 
bombings of U.S. and Western 
targets in Turkey to protest 
against the U.S .-led alliance's 
war with Iraq. 


BEIRUT (R) — Prime Minister 
Omar Karami, in a policy shift, 
said in remarks published Sunday 
the Lebanese government would 
not use force to disarm Palesti- 
nian guerrillas. , 

“...We have informed tne 
Palestinians, and previously the 
Lebanese militias, that we do not 
have the intention of using force 
(to disarm them)/’ Mr. Karami 
told the Al Diyar newspaper. 

The Syrian-backed government 
of President Elias Hrawi last 
month ordered ali of the coun- 
try’s private armies, Lebanese 
and non-Lebanese, to disband by 
the end of April or face being 
crushed by the army and Syrian 
troops. 

Palestinian officials, arguing 
they need their guns to defend 
Lebanon’s 13 refugee camps and 
liberate Israel's self-declared 
“security zone” in South Leba- 
non, have vowed not to surrender 
their weapons. 

The government sent an envoy, 
Mohsen Ibrahim, to Tunis and 
Algiers last week for talks with 
the leadership of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
and Algerian mediators to discuss 
disarming Lebanon’s 10,000 
Palestinian fighters. 

“Palestinians (in Lebanon) are 
our guests and their cause is 
ours,” Mr. Karami said in the 
interview. 

“That is why we want to arrive 
together and through dialogue at 
solutions that preserve the rights 


of the Palestinians on condition 
that our independence and 
sovereignty are not touched. 

Mr. Karami said the govern- 
ment was also in talks with the 
Lebanese militias which were 
“cooperating and understand- 
ing.” 

The premier said France was ^ 
exerting pressure on Lebanon to 1 
allow General Michel Aoun leave 
his sanctuary at the French embas- 
sy in Beirut for asylum in Paris. 

' Gen. Aoun, who defied the 
authority of Mr. Hrawi for ll 
months, sought refuge at the 
embassy on Oct. 13 last year after . 
he was bombed out of the pres- 
idential palace by Syrian planes. 

Paris granted him political asy- 
lum but Mr. Hrawi said he 
wanted to try him. as a war 
criminal and asked him to return 
some $35 million of the state's 
money. 

“France is pressing to release 
him as a political refugee in 
France. Before anything, he 
should be handed over to the ^ 
judiciary/' Mr. Karami said. 

“The method in which (Paris) 
is dealing with this issue is an 
infringement of Lebanon's 
sovereignty and dignity.” he said. 

“The issue of the money is part 
of the problem, but they are 
portraying us as running behind 
money... the basic element of 
(Aoun's) problem is the political 
aspect and breaking the law/' 
Mr. Karami said. 


workers in the region. 

A loan approval committee 
comprising existing GCC de- 
velopment banks, finance minis- 
ters and centra] bank governors 
would be set up to make sure the 
money — intended for balance of 
payments and project finance — 
was used wisely, they added. 

GCC states, which own more 
than 40 per cent of the world's 
known oil reserves, previously 
helped the economies of Jordan, 
Iraq and Yemen and gave cash to 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO), 

Diplomats said the GCC was 
not entirely happy with the way 
the money had been spent in the 
past and would probably ask the 
International Monetary Fund to 
provide technical assistance to 
ensure that the loans were used 
correctly. - 

The GCC was also considering 
asking Japan and Western na- 
tions such as Germany, France, 
and the . United States to get 
/ involved so that they could more 
easily justify putting conditions 
on the aid, they added. 


Egypt claims 
arrest of two 
‘Iraqi officers’ 

CAIRO (R) — Egyptian Interior 
Minister Mohammad Abdul 
Halim Musa said two Iraqi intelli- 
gence officers were arrested 
Saturday for plotting sabotage in 
Egypt. Mr. Musa refused to give 
details of the arrests when he 
spoke to reporters Saturday. 

He said three Egyptians, two 
men and a woman suspected of 
belonging to an outlawed Egyp- 
tian Baath Party, were also held 
on Saturday. Police found 
$38,000 in the Egyptians’ posses- 
sion, which they said had been 
given to them by the Iraqi lead- 
ership to cany out sabotage in 
Egypt. Mr. Musa said. 

Egypt, which joined the U.S.- 
led coalition against Iraq in the 
Gulf war, has been on the alert 
for what it calls Iraqi-sponsored 
sabotage. The interior minister 
said members of more than 17 
groups had also recently been 
arrested. He refused to specify 
how many had been held but said 
they had planned to assassinate 
ministers and public figures in 
Cairo. Those arrested were main- 
ly Iraqis, Sudanese, Palestinians 
and Tunisians. 

Mr Musa said last mouth that 
dozens of Egyptians had been 
recruited by Iraqi intelligence 


Gandhi defends India’s 
neutrality in Gulf war 


NEW DELHI (AP) — Former 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, the 
front runner in India’s May elec- 
tion, said Saturday he did not 
regret India's neutrality in the 
Gulf war, and any government he 
heads will keep an indpendent 
foreign policy. 

“When another country is at 
war, we should remain nona- 
Hgned,” he said, justifying India’s 
withdrawal of refuelling rights to 
U.S. planes en route to the Guif. 

The United States, he said, 
must understand that “India is a 
developing country. Our perspec- 
tives and our priorities have to be 

differ ent.” 

Although he was not in office 
during the Gulf war, Mr. Gandhi 
was responsible for pressing 
Prime Minister Chandra Shekhar 
to raise objections to U.S- war- 
planes refuelling in India. 

Mr. Gandhi also said he had no 
regrets about his unsuccessful trip 
to the Soviet Union and Iran, in 
which he had hoped to launch a 
mediation mission by nonah’gned 
countries. 

Critics accused the govern- 
ment, which Mr. Gandhi's con- 
gress party supported, of mis- 
reading the war and of being too 
uncritical of Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein. 

Mr. Gandhi spoke to foreign 
reporters on the spacious lawn of 
his official residence a day after 
the election commission 
announced the timing of par- 
liamentary elections. They will be 
held May 20, 23 and 26, and the 
results will be announced may 31. 

More than 500 million people 
are eligible to vote, making it the 
world's largest exercise in demo- 
cracy. 

Mr. Gandhi was prime minister 
for five years after die 1984 assas- 
sination of his mother, Indira 
Gandhi. In the 1989 elections, 
Congress remained the largest 
party, but it relinquished power 
to an alliance of smaller parties. 

Since campaigning began four 
weeks ago, analysts say the Con- . 
gress party’s prospects have 
sharply improved. Mr. Gandhi 
confidently predicted winning a 
majority. 

Si gn a llin g a shift in election 
tactics, he singled out prices as 
the key issue of the election 
campagin. Until now, congress 
has focused on the instability of 
the two minority governments 
which served briefly and resigned 
since Gandhi left office. 
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Rqjiv Gandhi 

“The economy has to be 
brought back on trade,” Mr. 
Gandhi said, hinting at greater 
liberalisation if his party returns 
to power. 

India’s inflation rose last year 
to 12 per cent from about 8 per 
cent, and some surveys say food 
prices rose by 20 percent Its cash 
reserves have sunk so low that it 
may default on loans for the first 
time since independence in 1947. 

Mr. Gandhi criticised his two 
successors, V.P. Singh and Chan- . 
dra Shekhar, for allowing India's / 
international standing to slide. 
Both Mr. Singh and Chandra 
Shekhar have admitted having no 
experience and little interest in 
foreign affairs. 

Mr. Gandhi also complained 
that the system of running the 
United Nations is “just not 
adequate," and said a revamping 
was needed. “The United Na- 
tions needs to be much more 
mobile,” he said. India is a non- 
permanent member of the U.N. 
Security Council. 

Italy 

(Caatmned from page 1) 

laimed, sharing the view that the 
four-party cabinet would survive 
only long enough to organise new 
elections. . 

“This new government is even * * 
weaker and more divided than 
the previous ones,” said Achflle 
Occhetto, the former Communist 
chief who leads the renamed 
Democratic Party of the Left 

The Republicans deserted Mr. 
Andreotti at the last minute, pro- 
testing that he had broken a 
promise to let them keep the 
ministries they held in his pre- 
vious government. 
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CHURCHES 

Sl Mary of Nnareth Church Swdfich 
TcL 810740 

Assemblies of Cod Chnrah, Td. 
632785. 

SL JoMpb Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the AununcUttai Tel. 
637440. 

De ta Salk Church TeL 661757 
Tcmsmta Church Td: 622366 
Church or the Annunciation TeL 
623541. 

Anglican Church Tel. 62S3S3. Tel. 
62S5J3. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Chords Tel. 
775261. 

Syrian Orthodox Chords TeL 771751- 
Amman Intenuittoaal Chords Td. 

.685326. 

Enogdkai Lutheran Church Tel: 
SI 1295. 


The Church of Jesus Christ of Lotto*. 
Duy Satan Tel. 815817. 654932- 
The Church of Naturae TcL 675691, 

WEATHER 

BuDcda supfslicd by dte Department of 
Meteorology. 

A drop in temperatures win take 
place and some clouds win appear at 
different altitudes, b Aqaba, it wffl be 
fair and winds will be northerly moder- 
ate and seas culm. 

MtaJmax. temp. 

Amman .......... 12 1 22 

Aqaba 17/30 

Deaem 11 / 24 

Jordan Valley 15/26 

Yesterday's high t empera tures: Am- 
man 28. Aqaba 36. Hmmdfry readings: 
Amman 28 per cent, Aqaba IS per 
cent 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. lssam A 1 Ansar 890504 

Dr. Awtti Hawamdeh ............ 777665 

Dr. Zero Zagfakul 683591 

Dr. Mohammad Sbawish., 658878 

Ftras pharmacy 6619 12 

Ferdows pharmacy .778336 

Al Attorn pharmacy ............. 637055 

Nanoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy ................ 64494S 

S hm r itni ii [ ili a r ma cy 637660 

UUUDt 

Dr. Mohammad AlSharaa (— ) 

AlSharaa' pharmacy.. 275825 

ZAHQAc 

Dr. Raleb Ataltah .... {— ) 


Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

food Control Centre 637111 

Qvfl Defence Department 661111 

QvB Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue PoEce 192,621111,637777 

Hr Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Poliee 843402 

Traffic Po&ce 896390 

Public Security Department 630021 

Hotel Complaints .. 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Com pi .lints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 


Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs .....661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan .. 7741 1 1 

Water Authority ..... ..680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Hectric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen AEalmL Airport. 08*53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

KhaBdi Maternity, S. Amo ... 644281/6 

AJcOeh Maternity, J. Amu.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Pdeatine. Shmmani 664171/4 

Shmeoani Hospital 669131 

Un»ewiyHo^>itai 845845 

AJ-Moasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Wamic, Abdafi .......... 666127/37 


Al-Ahli, AbdaU 664164/6 

Jdbn, , Al-Mnhajrecn 777101/3 

7751 11/26 

Qw*n Alia Hosphd 602240/50 

- 674155 

Zarqa Govt Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 
(09)986732 


B r o ad beans 55 


" (®^555 
r^ fc |£2^ Hospnal < Q2 )27227S 

S«AS toB6SPiIal t® 2 ) 3471 *® 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

MARKET prices 

Dppetrtww price in fits per kg. 




garan a (Mnkamtrar) 450/400 
Htens . 520 / 450 


Carrot ^ 

Cauliflower 

Cucumbers (targe) !!!.”! 

Cucumbers (mall) 

Dates 

Eggplant ]'“‘ m 

Guriic ’ 

Grapefruit 

Lemon 

JfKucetperonej" 

“"rowfluiSe) 

““row (small) 

Onion (dry) 

(green) 

Orange 

Pepper (hot) 



Radish 

Sage 

StVlm_L 


0/320 
180/120 
220/180 
240/180 
180/100 
370 / 300 
1000 / 900 
340/260 
450 / 350- 
-250/200 
300 / 250 
150/100 
13)/ 80 
240/180 
260 / 200 
180/140 
250 / 200 
500 / 400 
250/200 
260/200 
180/120 
400/300 
120/ 80 
500 / 400 
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Committee appeals for application of 
international legitimacy in Palestine 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Amman- 
based Palestinian Committee for 
the Problem of Immigration and 
Transfer has appealed to the 
European Community (EC) na- 
tions to help put an end to 
“hypocrisy and double standard 1 ’ 
in dealing with the Palestinian 
human and political rights and. 
invited tbe Europeans to use tbeir 
good will and concerted efforts to 
end Soviet-Jewish immigration to 
the occupied Arab territories and 
refrain horn financing that pro- 
cess. 

“Immediate implementation of 
means and ways to protect 
Palestinians from Israeli collec- 
tive punishment, cultural geno- 
cide and crimes against humanity 
is a first step towards the institu- 
tionalisation of respect of interna- 
tional conventions so as to ensure 
the Palestinian right to self- 
determination in their home- 
land," said the committee's chair- 
person Abdul Jawad Saleh in a 
message addressed to the EC 
summit meeting last week. 

Mr. Saleh, a former mayor of 
the West Bank town of A1 Bireh 
and deported by the Israeli au- 
thorities, said that member states 
of the European summit who 
joined the “alliance" for im- 
plementing international legi- 
timacy against Iraq, were not 
reacting as expected towards 
what is happening in the occupied 
Palestinian territories. He said 
the United States, together with 
European nations, were financing* 
the Soviet immigration settling 
Jews on expropriated Palestinian 
lands. 

Following is the text of the 
committee's message sent by Mr. 
Saleh to the European summit: 

Your summit meeting after the 
Gulf war, reminds one of the 
European meetings after World 
War I, with a major difference; 
that Europe is not any more the 
major player cn the international 
arena. 

However it also reminds one of 
the Western betrayal of the 
Arabs of that time who chose 
alliances with the Western pow- 
ers against the Ottoman empire, 
as an instrument of a promised 
independence. 

Instead of fulfilling their prom- 
ise, the British and the French by 
the Sykes- Ptcot agreement di- 
vided the Arab Nation and their 
homeland into mandates, and 
both colonised major parts of the 
geographical unit inhabited by 
the Arabs. To make it worse, the 
British; had designated Palestine 
to be the future state of Israel, 
with absolute disregard to indige- 
nous people of Palestine who 
were portrayed falsely in the dec- 
laration as a minority. 

The ramifications of this colo- 
nial policy has put the whole area 
of the Middle East, as you like 
referring to it. on a wild volcano 
which has been erupting into 
revolutions, instability and wars 
which threatened world peace. 

One persisting problem is the 
dehumanisation of the Palestine 
people which was articulated by 
the Balfour Declaration. They 
were perceived as an indivisible 
“minority" by the British, and 
are still considered as such by the 
Israelis and their Western allies. 
Their land is confiscated. Their 
institutions are destroyed. A 
cultural genocide is committed 
against them. War crimes are 
crimes against humanity are sys- 
tematically launched against 
them. 

Despite the fact that the 
Palestinians opted for a territorial 
compromise since 1974. when the 
13th session of the Palestinian 
National Council (PNC), decided 
to establish a national authority 
on any areas evacuated by Israeli 


forces, and again in 1988, when 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO), unequivocally 
adopted a peace initiative which 
recognises the statq of Israel. Yet 
Israel inexorably defies "interna- 
tional legitimacy" and ignores 
these historical changes. 

Tbe Palestinian intifada, using 
non-violence with minor excep- 
tions. did not move the Western 
powers into action to accommo- 
date Palestinian aspirations. 
Their tremendous sacrifices — in 
the "intifada's first year alone, 
proportionally more Palestinians 
died (one person out of three to 
five thousand) than did U.S. sol- 
diers in the decade-long military 
intervention in southeast Asia” — 
did not constitute a catalyst 
among the Western rowers ‘ to 
launch sanctions against Israel to 
convince the latter to establish 
peace in the area. 

Member states of the Euro- 
pean summit who joined the 
“alliance" for implementing “in- 
ternational legitimacy'’ against 
Iraq, are not reacting as expected 
towards what is happening in the 
Palestinian occupied territories. 
The scarce resources of land and 
water are usurped by the Israelis 
to undermine any peaceful solu- 
tion which will provide the 
Palestinians with graveyards 
albeit an independent state. The 
■ European member states, and the 
United States are financing the 
Soviet Jewish immigration, who 
are being absorbed and settled on 
expropriated Palestinian lands. 
Ignoring and defying "interna- - 
tional legitimacy" which calls for 
dismantling of Jewish settlements 
in the occupied territories and the 
return of Palestinian deportees, 
not to mention the Palestinian 
refugees who live in squalid 
camps dispersed all over the Arab 
World, begin the scapegoat and 
victims of massacres. 

Adoption of double standards in 
dialing with the different crises 
and regional disputes will not - 
only undermine Western credibil- 
ity'. but will lead to the reinstitu- 
tionalisation of a vanishing sys- 
tem of colonialism. The rule of 
the forest, of hegemony, will 
Replace the rale of law. whether 
international or local. 

Could the Palestinians be saved 
• from despair? Could they expect 
concerted efforts from those who 
maintain the nobility of human 
rights principles towards im- 
plementing all United Nations 
resolutions pertaining to the 
Palestinian question as the only 
means to establish a just and 
comprehensive peace? Or, will 
the European summit advocate 
its efforts for dividing the spoils of 
the Gulf war, and declares a 
modern crusaders’ war against 
the Arabs and Muslims. It seems 
there are no other options, be- 
sides a just peace, for all the 
parties concerned. 

Since the Soviet authorities 
allowed Soviet Jews migration, 
under the pretext of human 
rights, the process of their 
absorption in Israel has been 
linked with tbe acceleration of 
building new settlement and fat- 
tening old ones in the occupied 
Palestinian territories. The pro- 
cess poses a serious threat to the 
Palestinians' right to self- 
determination in their homeland, 
undermining any peaceful settle- 
ment to the Paiestinian-Israeli 
conflict. 


In defiance of international 
conventions and U.N. resolutions 
banning settlements in the occu- 
pied territories, and the Soviet 
warning by President Gorbachev 
to reconsider the decision permit- 
ting Soviet Jews immigration if 
they were to be absorbed in the 
occupied territories, the Israeli 
government is continuing its poli- 
cy of absorption in tbe Palestinian 
occupied territories. The U.S., 
too. defying international legi- 
timacy, has released recently a 
$400 million in bousing loan 
guarantee without receiving or 
demanding Israel’s commitment 
to refrain from settling Soviet 
Jews and others in tbe territories. 
Both “superpowers” failed to 
respect “international legitima- 
cy" by permitting immigration 
and financing it in contravention 
of UN resolutions, among which 
465. of March 1, 1980, which 
unequivocally, in its 6th article, 
calls upon the Israeli government 
“to dismantle the existing settle- 
ments and, in particular, to cease, 
on an urgent basis, the establish- 
ment, construction and planning 
of settlements in the Arab terri- 
tories occupied since 1967. in- 
cluding Jerusalem;" and its 7th 
article that “calls upon all states 
not to provide Israel with any 
assistance specifically in conne- 
xion with settlements in the occu- 
pied territories.'' 

Needless to say that the grow- 
ing increase in the number of 
Soviet Jewish immigrants will be 
at the expense of Palestinian 
livelihood and their future. For 
the absorption of the new immig- 
rants will be a burden on Palesti- 
nian land and water scarce re- 
sources which, for their greater 
part, has been confiscated and 
consumed by Jewish settlements. 
This flood of immigrants could 
also be an incentive to Israel ro 
wage war for implementing its 
pian of collective expulsion of 
Palestinians. This was substanti- 
ated particularly after the Israeli 
government appointed the- advo- 
cate of transfer Reehavim Zeevi 
as a minister in the government. 

Remembering that the Israeli 
prime minister and his defense 
minister opposed the Camp 
David accords, and all members 
of the Israeli government have 
dodged all peace initiatives, in- 
cluding Mr. Bakers’, proves that 
this mass immigration is an invita- 
tion to catastrophe and doom. 

In conclusion, the Palestinian 
Committee for the Problems of 
Immigration and Transfer 
appeals to the international fami- 
ly and the permanent members of 
the Security Council to put an 
end to hypocrisy and double stan- 
dard in dealing with Palestinian. 
human and political rights. They 
are invited to use their good will 
and concerted efforts to put an 
end to Soviet Jewish immigration 
and their absorption in the occu- 
pied territories and refrain from 
financing that process in defiance 
of “international legitimacy." 
Morever, immediate imple- 
mentation of means and ways to 
protect Palestinians from Israeli 
collective punishment, cultural 
genocide and crimes standardised 
as against humanity is a first step 
towards institutionalisation of re- 
spect of international conventions 
so as to ensure Palestinian right 
to self-determination in their 
homeland. 


Study under way 
for better investment of 
Postal Savings Fund 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Director 
General of the Post and Postal 
Savings Corporation Abdullah A1 
Jazi has said that tbe Postal Sav- 
ings Fund was currently embark- 
ing on a study aimed at finding 
the best means for investing the 
fund's money, noting that the 
fund is currently giving loans to 
the corporation's staff. 

“Once the fund has sufficient 
money, it will expand the scope 
of loans to cover ail the Post and 
Postal Savings coropration,” said 
Mr. Jazi in an interview with the 
Arabic daily A1 Ra’i, published 
Saturday. 

He said that the number of 
people depositing savings in the 
fund was around 265.000. Mr. 
Jazi also said that the corporation 
would start, as of June 1, collect- 
ing payments of electricity bills in 
the rural and remote areas, 
through its network of post 
offices, thus adding a new service 
to the corporation's services 
which include already applica- 
tions for admission to universities 
and applications for jobs sent to 
the Civil Service Commission. 

Mr. Jazi pointed out that the 
corporation would establish four 
post offices in Nuzha, Ras A1 
Ain. Nathif and Marrikh, thus 
bringing to 842 the number of 
post and postal savings offices. 

“This means that every 3,571 
citizens are served by one post 
office or postal saving office," 
Mr. Jazi said. 

On the delay and loss of some 
letters, Mr. Jazi said that the 
average time a letter takes to get 
to its address is four and a half 
days, including 2.08 days in Jor- 
dan and 2.42 days in the country 



Abdullah A1 Jazi 

of destination. 

He warned citizens against en- 
closing cheques or cash in their 
letters, saying that such a mea- 
sure is in violation of the Interna- 
tional Postal Union rules. 

Such cheques or cash can be - 
sent by postal notes, he com- 
mented. 

Mr. Jazi said that the letter, 
since its delivery to any post 
office, passes through various 
stages, including collection, sort- 
ing, distribution and transport. 

Mr. Jazi said that the number 
of post office boxes in Jordan 
totalled 110,000. He added that 
the corporation last year handled 
100 million postal material, in- 
cluding 36 million inside Jordan 
and 64 million outside Jordan. 

On the premium mail, Mr. jazi 
said the corporation bandied 
77,000 postal material exchanges 
with 29 countries. In the field of 
electronic mail. Mr. Jazi said that 
the corporation had put 20 fax 
machines at the disposal of 
citizens, saying that any citizen 
can send any message inside and 
outside Jordan by fox. 


Indian organisation plans 
I to build hospital in Iraq 


By Odeh Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A team represent- 
ing the Indian charitable orga- 
nisation AMURT is preparing to 
-go to Iraq canying further food 
supplies like sugar, milk, rice, 
cooking oil. and flour to the Iraqi 
people. 

Ramanandah Avadutha. the 
team's leader, said that during 
the team’s stay in Baghdad, its 
members will discuss the prospect 
of setting up a $22 million hospit- 
al and will ship various quantities 
of medicine, clotbings-and blank- 
ets, -weighing, 90 tonnes, to the 
Iraqi people. 

AMURT. which stands for 
An an da Marga Universal Relief 
Team, earlier distributed relief 
supplies in Jordan and Iraq in the 
wake of the Gulf war and during 
the Gulf crisis. 

AMURT is described as an 
Indian organisation which bases 
its efforts on the ancient spiritual 
values of Hinduism. 

Mr. Avadutha told the Jordan 
Times that his team aimed at. 
alleviating the suffering of the 
Iraqi people and helping in the 


reconstruction of the country. 

In Jordan, Mr. Avadutha said, 
his team distributed 1,000 pack- 
ages of food supplies to Jordanian 
families that returned penniless 
from Kuwait. 

He said that his team would be 
bringing in further quantities of 
food supplies to the Jordanian 
expatriates and would distribute 
the supplies in cooperation with 
the General Union of Voluntary 
Societies (GUVS). 

According to Mr. Avadutha, 
AMURT plans to set up an 
orphanage, a hospital and a home 
for the elderly in Iraq, and hopes 
to set up a permanent office in 
Jordan to organise the distribu- 
tion of aid in Jordan, which took 
the brunt of the Gulf crisis con- 
sequences, as well as in Iraq 
itself. 

“Our motto is ‘service to 
humanity is service to God.’ ’’ 
said Mr. Avadutha in an earlier 
interview with the Jordan Times. 

He said that Jordan was not the 
only country in the region to 
receive aid from his organisation 
which has branches worldwide 
and is doing all it can to offer 
assistance to the needy. 


Bridges timetable announced 

AMMAN (Petra) — King Hussein and Prince Mohammad 
bridges on the River Jordan will be closed on Thursday, April, 18, 
and will reopen on Friday morning, when they are receiving only 
50 travellers each. The bridges will also admit 50 and 70 travellers 
over King Hussein and Prince Mohammad bridges respectively on 
Wednesday. 


UNDRO closes Amman office 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The United Nations Disaster Relief Organisa- 
tion (UNDRO) will close its offices in Amman as of Monday, 
April 15, according to a press release issued by Gerhard Mortier, 
acting United Nations emergency manager in Jordan. Hie press 
release noted that contacts on the implementation of the regional 
humanitarian plan of action related to the Gulf crisis can be 
channelled through the United Nations Resident Coordinator and 
the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Resident 
Representative Ali Attiqa. 


Victimised Jordanians handed over to embassy 


From Serene Halasa in Iraq 

EIGHT JORDANIANS, victims 
of acts of vengeance in Kuwait, 
where handed over to the Jorda- 
nian Embassy in Baghdad Thurs- 
day. The victims longtime resi- 
dents of Kuwait, were accused of 
collaborating with the Iraqis and 
were severely tortured for 
tweleve hours at the hands of 
Kuwaiti mobs before they were 
taken to prison in Saudi Arabia. 

Subhi M. Abdul Aziz. 29 was 
taken along with two other Jorda- . 
nians while they were on their’ 
way to a local supermarket in 
Kuwait City. “We stopped at a 
Kuwaiti checkpoint, and when 
the soldiers saw that we were 
Jordanians he hurled us out of the 
car,” Abdul Aziz recalled. 
“Without being accused of any- 
thing, they started interrogating 
us,'" he added. 

"We were stripped naked and 
thrown to the ground. Then they 
(Kuwaitis) started shooting around 
US to scare us “ Abdul Aziz said. 

The torture that followed was 
so brutal that the physical scars of 
eight victims will be as a blatant 
reminder of the psychological' 
scar that is sure to haunt them for 


a long time to come. 

"They whipped me with 
chains, broke my arm and nose, 
burnt me with cigarette butts and 
hot coal, punched me and cursed 
me.*' Abdul Aziz said. 

Another victim, Basel Abdul' 
Kareem Saeed, 26, had gas 
poured on his body and hair. 
“They set it on fire, and im- 
mediately put the fire in my hair 
out," he recalled bitterly. Saeed was 
severely beaten, his nose was 
broken and he lost the ability to 
hear with his right ear. 

The youngest of the group, 
Tareq Ibrahim Ali Hussein, 15, 
was the most severely tortured. 
The shy boy recalled what had 
happened to him saying; "They 
stripped me naked and started 
beating me. Two would hold me 
while another two beat me. They 
kept taking turns doing that. 
"The severity of Hussein’s beat- 
ings rendered him blind for three 
day. Today Hussein cannot see 
properly with his left eye. 

Ine three were then thrown 
into a bus to later join three 
other Jordanian prisoners. 

“When they opened the back 
door of the bus there was blood 


everywhere. I remember thinking 
whoever is in there is definitely 
dead,” Basse in Maradouh Abdul 
Hamid, another victim said. 

Abdul Hamid 23, along with 
two others: Raed Abdul Fattah, 
24, and Abdul Fatah Omar, 21, 
also received merciless beatings 
and were tortured. 

“They kept beating me with 
everything they could get their 
bands on, whips chains even a 
hatchet," Abdul Fattah said. 
“When they first rounded us up 
they stripped us naked in public 
and had women, whom we have 
never seen before, accuse us of 
sexually assaulting them,” he bit- 
terly recalled. 

“They also told us to run as 
they started chasing us in their 
cars and sometimes they actually 
hit us," Abdul Hamid added. 

“See this? This is a cigarette 
burn,” Abdul Fatah said pointing 
to a scar on his right shoulder. 
“See this also? they pulled out my 
finger nail,” he added showing 
his injured finger. 

' The last two to join the group 
were 19-year-old Ghassan Al 
Khatib, and 21-year-old Saud 


Muhammad Sheik Abed. 

A1 Khatib was thrown into a 
ditch and except for his head, was 

■ totally covered with sand. “They 
: would walk past me and kick me 

on the bead,” he said. “They 
pulled me out afterwards, tied my 
hands behind my back and put 

■ two 50-kilo sand bags on my 
back. They made me stand like 
that for two hours under the 
sun," he added. 

As if that was not enough 
torture, Ghassan was untied and 
beaten up. after which the 
. Kuwaitis threw him on the 
ground and dragged him around. 
“I could not talk or move for a 
' week,” he said. 

After twelve hours of physical 
torture in Kuwait, the eight pris- 
oners were taken to prison camps 
in Saudi Arabia. “There we were 
mentally abused by high-ranking 
Saudi and Egyptian officers who 
cursed and humiliatied us,” 
Abdul Aziz said. 

Dressed in blue overalls, the 
% eight victims, taken prisoners 
merely for being Jordanians, 
have lost all contact with family 
members who remained in 
Kuwait. “My whole family is still 
in Kuwait. My wife just gave 


birth to my third child; be is only 
45-days-old and I know nothing 
about them, and they know no- 
thing about me." Abdul Aziz, 
who broke down in tears, said. 

“All of us here have lost con- 
tact with our families. I am sure 
they caught my brother and tor- 
tured him as well," Abdul Fattah 
said with resignation. 

A month after their capture, 
the eight Jor dani ans were in- 
cluded with Iraqi prisoners of war 
who were released during the 
exchange of PoWs. 

We arrived in Baghdad with 
nothing, no IDs, no money, no- 
thing except for the clothes on 
our backs,” Abdul Fattah said. 

“The Iraqis treated us wonder- 
fully , and so did our embassy who 
sent an envoy to check on us tbe 
day we arrive to make sure we 
were looked after,” Abdul 
Hamid said. 

After a brief rest at the embas- 
sy the eight victims were taken by 
the Red Crescent in order to 
make arrangements for their 
transfer to Jordan. “God willing 
we will go to Amman, and from 
there we will start a search for 
members of our families, 7 ' Abdul 
Aziz bitterly concluded. 


Ministry admits faulty 
processing of scholarships, 

says it will revise them 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Higher Education Sunday 
admitted that an oversight in 
processing the huge number of 
applications for this year’s scho- 
larships was behind the outcry 
among the students who were 
deprived of a chance for scho- 
larships to ensure their higher 
education. 

Ministry of Higher Education 
Secretary General Ahmad A1 
Bashaireh said in a statement to 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
that the ministry had offered the 
applicants questionnaires re- 
questing them to give accurate 
information about their general 
conditions so that it can help 
those in need to acquire a scho- 
larship. 

“We assumed that the students 
had submitted correct informa- 
tion because a clear statement in 
the application said that the stu- 
dents bear full responsibility for 
any incorrect information," Dr. 
Bashaireh noted. 

“We, in feet, followed a prac- 
tice adopted by the Income Tax 
Department, which allows each, 
person to voluntarily give in- 
formation about his or her in- 
come for taxation purposes, but 
not alt the 2,000 students abided 
by the rule and gave correct 
information, and the ministry will 
now have to rerise the applica- 
tions," Dr. Bash ai re- said. 

The ministry official was in fact 
replying to an outcry raised by 
students in the local press accus- 
ing the ministry of granting the 
scholarships this year to those 
who were not in need or those 
who have influential relatives that 
secured the scholarships for 
them. 

“I am not revealing a secret 
when r say that mistakes have 
been committed, but they consti- 
tute a limited margin," Dr. 
Bashaireh said. However, he 
added, although the student him- 


self bears the responsibility for 
tbe information he supplies in the 
questionnaire, this does not 
absolve the Ministry of Higher 
Education from its responsibility. 

He said that the ministry plan- 
ned to follow stricter systems 
from now on in processing the 
applications. 

Minister of Higher Education 
Saeed Al Tai said that the minis- 
try had been in die habit of 
granting scholarships only to 
those who excelled in the tawjihi 
examination, but this year, andjn 
view of the difficult economic 
conditions, the ministry decided 
to give part of this chance to 
students from needy families. 

The Ministry of Education had 
in the previous years granted 
scholarships to some 1,800 stu- 
dents annually, in various spe- 
cialisations. mostly at Jordanian 
universities, but foe number be- 
came 1,260 and was cut to 1,000 
this year. 

According to the minister, the 
first 600 scholarships went to 
those with the higher grades in 
their tawjihi results, and out of 
the remaining 400 seats, given to 
the needy students, only 370 were 
granted by the Ministry of Fi- 
nance for lack of funds. 

“Tire ministry cannot please all 
people and there will always be 
protests against any decisions 
concerning the scholarships, since 
many students are in need and 
are entitled to scholarships, but 
tbe ministry's means are - very 
limited. Mr. Tai said. 

Some of tbe complaints aired 
by the students in the press men- 
tioned that the Ministry of Higher 
Education had given preference 
to the wealthy students and those 
who completed their secondary 
studies at private schools. They 
also said that many of the scho- 
larships went to some of those 
whose mark was 65 out of hun- 


dred in tawjihi and their parents, 
or other relatives, worked for the 
ministry or had influential posi- 
tions that helped to secure the 
scholarships for them. 

Dr. Bakiaireh estimates that 
only 50 or 60 scholarships were • 
given to those who are not enti- 
tled for them, but, he said, a 
thorough revision of the whole 
process would be conducted to 
put matters right. 

According to Dr. Bashaireh, 
scholarships in the past went to 
those excelling in their perform- 
ance at school, and tbe ministry 
used to grant the scholarships on 
the condition that students would 
later serve various government 
departments. 

Now, he said, there is a surplus 
of most of the specialisations 
needed by the different govern- 
ment departments, there is less 
and less need for the Ministry of 
Higher Education to grant scho- 
larships at a time when the num- 
ber of those vying for them in- 
creases every year. 

“The ministry used to grant 
students with scholarships a sum 
of JD 35 a month, winch was later 
cut to JD 25 and this year it is JD 
20 as pocket money, while the 
grants for books went down from 
JD30 per year to JD26," Dr. 
Bashaireh said. 

He said that the Ministry of 
Higher Education had allocated 
JD 1 million to finance this year's . 
scholarships to Jordanian univer- 
sities, but scholarships from Arab 
and friendly countries are offered 
free, in accordance with agree- 
ments between Jordan and the 
other countries. 

Referring to, the ministry’s 
plans to put matters right, he 
said, that it would take until the 
end of April to do that and things 
would be put in the right perspec- 
tive after a revision of all tbe 
applications. 


IOM outlines operations 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Interna- 
tional Organisation for Migration 
(IOM) Sunday issued a statement 
outlining an update of its opera- 
tions over the past two months 
and noting that it is now feeing 
immediate cash flow problems 
which impede its working plans to 
provide assistance to the eva- 
cuees from the Gulf region. 

Following is the IOM state- 
ment: 

The dramatic exodus from 
northern Iraq into Turkey and 
Iran has led to a major revirion of 
tbe regional humanitarian plan of 
action. IOM remains responsible 
for inland transportation of all 
persons arriving in Iran, Jordan. 
Syria and Turkey from Iraq and 
Kuwait, which translates into sig- 


nificant demands on IOM’s staff 
and financial resources. Mean- 
while, the flow of third country ■ 
nationals from Iraq and Kuwait 
continues, although at a slower 
rate. . - , 

“ Between March 28 and April-' 
10, 1991. IOM arranged the re- 
patriation of 3,110 foreign resi- 
dents of Iraq and Kuwait in need 
of international assistance (2 , 856 
Egyptians, 79 Sudanese, 94 Sri 
Lankans. 24 Yemenis and 57 
persons of other nationalities). 
Under the second phase of the 
Genera] Evacuation Programme, 
IOM has assisted a grand total of 
37,336 persons to return to their 
countries of origin. 

Concerning financing, by April 
10 confirmed pledges toward 


IOM’s requirements under the 
plan of action had surpassed 16.7 
. milli on, of which just over $10.4 
million had been received. Total 
commitments to date are esti- 
mated at some. $18-7 million, 
agains t which invoices Cor over 
$16.7 milli on have been received 
■and settled by IOM. 

IOM feces immediate cash- 
flow problems and again urges 
donors to pay already-announced 
pledges as soon as possible. Tbe 
need for additional resources to 
respond to the new situation in 
Turkey and Iren is urgent. IOM 
appeals to the international com- 
munity for quick action to ensure 
that international assistance to 
those fleeing Iraq can be deli- 
vered as rapidly as possible. 


More relief supplies are sent to Iraq 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A team rep- 
resenting the Arab American 
doctors in tbe United States is 
due here on April 28 in the course 
of a tour that will take tbe team 
members also to Iraq to study the 
general condition of people in the 
two countries in the wake of the 
Gulf war. 

Jordan National Red Crescent 
Society (JNRCS) Vice-President 
Mohammad Mitlaq Al Hadid, 
who made the announcement, 
said that the team would be led 
by Dr. Irfan Al Hani who con- 
veyed to him the fact that his 
group bad donated $100,000 to 
tile Iraqi people to alleviate their 
sufferings resulting from the 
American-led aggression, 
$20,000 to the JNRCS to help 
finance its humanitarian activi- 
ties, and $10,000 to Lebanon. 

The 12-member team, all doc- 
tors and specialists, will hold talks 
with tbe Iraqi and the Jordanian 
Red Crescent Societies officials, 
Mr. Hadid said. 

He said that the team would 
purchase $50,000 worth of medic- 
al supplies and the rest will be 
used to buy flour for the Iraqi 
people. 

Dr. Hani told Mr. Hadid in a’ 
message that his group would* 
examine the health condition of 
people in' Baghdad, Karbala, Al 


HUlefa, Al Basra. Kirkuk and 
Mosul. 

The same group had earlier 
offered donations for the purch- 
ase of vaccines for children sent 
to Iraq through the United Na- 
tions Children’s Fund (UN- 
ICEF). Dr. Hadid said. 

Dr. Hadid voiced appreciation 
to the Arab American doctors for 
their humanitarian gesture. 

Also Sunday, a convoy of 
trucks laden with medicine and 
food supplies was sent to Iraq 
from Amman by the Arab 
Emergency Health Committee. 

Dr. Ibrahim Abu Hamid, 
member of the committee, said ' 
that tbe tracks carried 180 tonnes 
of medicines, children milk and 
other food supplies for the Iraqi 
people. Dr. Abu Hamid also 
announced that the committee 
had received JD 8,000 in con- 
tributions collected by the trade 
unios in Aqaba to be used to sent 
relief supplies to Iraq. 

The committee chairman. Dr. 
Mousa Abu Hamid, left for 
Baghdad on a several day visit 
during which he will tour hospit- 
als and give token gifts to the 
patients on behalf of the Arab 
committee which was set up by 
the Arab Healtii Ministers Coun- 
cil. 

Dr. Mousa Abu Hamid said he 


would meet Iraqi officials and 
discuss the general health condi- 
tions and needs of the Iraqi peo- 
ple. 

Meanwhile, three Royal Jorda- 
nian (RJ) planes, chartered by 
UNICEF and 'carrying $480,000 
worth of medicine and medical 
supplies destined for Iraq, will 
arrive at Queetr Aha Internation- 
al Airport on three d ifferen t days 
later this week. The supplies will 
then be transported by Land to 
Iraq. The supplies include di- 
agnostic lab equipment for 
cholera, antibiotics, syringes, 
needles, Oral Rehydratin Solu- 
tion (ORS), and meningitis vac- 
cine, as measures to contain 
epidemics which threaten to 
break out in Iraq. 

On Saturday, April 13, UN- 
ICEF transported by five Jorda- 
nian trucks IS tonnes of liquid 
chlorine and 100 tonnes of alumi- 
num sulphate to Baghdad to help 
Iraqi authorities in water- 
purification services. 

UNICEF had earlier dispatch- 
ed 143 tonnes of essential drags 
and medical supplies and equip- 
ment since Feb ruary 16, when a 
joint UNICEF/WHO team vi- 
sited Iraq to assess the needs of 
children, women and the aged, in 
response to a request made by the 
U.N. secretary general. 


Feast to be celebrated with gunfire 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Guns 
will be fired in celebration of 
the coming Eid Al Fitr feast, 
during the first and die 
second days of the feast, in 
afl the country’s goverao-’ 
rates, according to an- 
announcement here Satur- 
day. 

The announcement said 
that tbe guns would be fired 


once the feast is declared 
and during the five prayers 
of the day. 

The Ministry of Energy 
and Mineral Resources 
announced that It would 
arrange for all the mam 
streets of the country to be 
lit during the coming holi- 
day to help facilitate traffic 


and reduce the possibility of 
accidents. 

The statement said that 
the lights that were put off 
during the Gulf crisis, when 
die country adopted energy 
conservation measures, 
would be put on again and 
die energy conservation me- 
asures would end. 
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Dialogue vs bullets 

LEBANESE PRIME Minister Omar Karami’s pledge 
that the Beirut government would not use force to 
disarm militias and Palestinian fighters in the country 
in its drive for peace comes as a reassuring note amid 
signs that the state of peace is being consolidated there. 
Having seen the government come this far in moving 
steadily to eliminate perennial symptoms of violence, it 
is gladdening to note that it has opted for the path of 
dialogue to resolve problems rather than pick up the 
gun at the first sign of trouble. 

Of course, that is not to say that the problems of 
Lebanon are simple as that. The country’s woes are a 
manifestation of the Palestinian problem and the 
overall Arab-lsraeli conflict and are intertwined with 
foreign armed presence. There cannot be any “final” 
peace in the country as long as the foreign armed 
presence remains; it was only natural that the 
Lebanese government appealed for Syrian and Egyp- 
tian intervention with U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker to pressure Israel into withdrawing its forces 
from South Lebanon in implementation of U.N. 
Resolution 425. The Iranian Revolutionary Guards in 
the Bekaa Valley would have no reason (te chnically at 
least) to cite for their continued presence once the 
Israelis leave. The military presence in the country of 
Syrians and Palestinians is an inter-Arab affair, which 
could be sorted out mice the Israelis and Iranians pack 
up and get out. 

In the same vein, there is no need for die Palestinian 
people to maintain an armed presence in the south of 
the country if their root problem is solved... 

Having said thatrlt is no easy process that confronts 
Lebanon, which has-been indirectly paying the price 
for the lingering Palestini an que stion. But that does 
not mean that peace for Lebanon has to awdit a 
solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The small, 
beautiful country with its Industrious people need 
peace, calm and serenity to put the past behind them 
and rebuild their lives in a spirit of reconciliation. 

Dialogue, instead of bullets, should be the way to 
achieve that objective. 


Baker takes small step on long road to Mideast peace 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Through ihe Masri- Baker meeting in Geneva. Jordan has 
renewed its call lor the implementation of U.N. Security Council 
resolutions 242 and 338 to ensure a lasting settlement for the 
Palestine problem, said A1 Ra'i Arabic daily Sunday. Only 
through the exchange of peace for land and the restoration of 
Palestinian national rights can just peace be established, said the 
paper. In addition, Mr. Masri made it clear that only the 
international peace conference can serve as the best forum for 
implementing the council resolutions and achieve peace for all 
panics in the region, the paper noted. Reaffirming that Jordan 
can serve as no substitute for the PLO in any future negotiations, 
the paper said that Jordan is keen on preserving the rights of the 
Palestinian people who should participate in hill in the peace- 
making process which must take place under U.N. auspices and 
with the participation of the major powers to guarantee the peace 
and security of the region. With his statement. Mr. Masri has thus 
reaffirmed Jordan's position which is in line with that of the 
majority of the Arab states, and has thus aborted Israel's drive to 
push the Arabs towards a regional rather than an international 
parley. The paper said that Jordan is keen on maintaining 
solidarity among Arab slates, not only in internal Arab affairs, 
but also with regard to the main issue: the Arab-lsraeli conflict. 
But it said close Arab contacts and consultations are now needed 
to give further impetus to the joint effort towards peace and to 
avoid capitulation to the common enemy. 

A columnist in Al Ra'i Arabic daily criticises Iran for its post war 
behaviour vis-a-vis its neighbour. Iraq, and says that the Iranian 
leaders adopted a hostile attitude towards Baghdad in the wake of 
the U.S .-led aggression that brought about devastation to Iraqi 
cities. Tareq Masarweh says that during the aggression a great 
number of Iraqi war and civilian planes took refuge in Iran and 1 
everybody in Iraq. Jordan and other parts of the world believed 
that they were safe. Iran’s president Rafsanjani announced then 
that these aircraft will be returned to Iraq as soon as the war is 
over, but the war has long been over and the planes have not 
returned, the writer notes. Furthermore, the Iranian leaders now 
say that only 23 planes took refuge m Iran, and they would be 
returned out did not give any date, the writer points out. Instead 
of returning the planes to Iraq, the Iranian leaders have sent 
trouble makers across the border in order to carry out the 
remaining part of the conspiracy concocted against Iraq earlier, 
the writer adds. He says that the aim of the trouble makers was to 
destory whatever remained of Iraq's demographic and geographic 
infrastructure to transform the country into another Lebanon. 
The writer says such behaviour and such underhand dealings will 
cost the Iranians their credibility in their relations with their 
neighbouring countries. 


By Alan Eisner 
Reurer 

WASHINGTON — In the his- 
tory of Middle East peacemak- 
ing, progress has been mea- 
sured in small, painful .steps 
and interrupted by frequent 
reverses. 

Seen in those terms, U.S. 
Secretary of State James Bak- 
er's latest Middle East peace 
mission could be accounted a 
success. He took a small, pain- 
ful step forward, but the road 
ahead remains long and hard. 

Baker's success in talks with 
leaders of Israel, Egypt, Saudi 
Arabia, Syria and Jordan was 
to focus everyone's attention 
on a concept — a Middle East 
pace conference of some kind 
that would transform the dyna- 
mics of the Arab-lsraeli con- 
flict. 

“Once you get everyone 
around the table in direct 
negotiations, the whole atmos- 
phere and situation may 
change," said one U.S. offi- 
cial. 

Baker himself sees such a 
meeting as “breaking taboos" 
that have always prevented 
Arabs from talking with Israeli 
and Israelis with Palestinians. 

But even if Arabs and 
Israelis are now talking about 
talks, the talks each side has in 
mind are not necessarily the 
same. 

Israel, wants a regional con- 
ference that would exclude the 
United Nations and countries 
like Britain and France which 
it sees as intrinsically biased in 
favour of the other side. 

It wants a meeting without 
preconditions and certainly not 
one based on the ideals of 
Security Council Resolution 
242 and 33S which call for 
Israel to trade occupied land 
for a secure peaoe. 



Egypt, Jordan and Saudi 
Arabia are willing to consider a 
regional meeting as long as 
everyone agrees that the end 
result will be modelled on 242 
and 338. 

Syria wants a conference 
with a significant U.N. role 
based on die same resolutions. 
It is no longer calling for an 


“international conference 
under U.N. auspides" and 
U.S. offidals say its policy is in. 
a state of some. flux. 

Baker's job now is to meld 
these differing conceptions 
into a compromise acceptable 
to all. A first step, as he indi- 
cated last week, would be to 
jettison the emotive rhetoric 


that has already attached itself 
to the title of the conference. 

“The adjective you put in 
front of the word ‘conference,’ 
it seems to me is not anywhere 
near as important as whether 
or not the parties truly want to 
sit down and meet and have 
direct negotiations for peace," 
be said. 


Iron’s expansionist dream 


By Rowland Evans 
and 

Robert Novak 



INTELLIGENCE reports 
reaching here claim that 
thousands of Iranian. .Revolu- 
tionary Guards, heavily 
armed, have infiltrated Iraq 
since early March to further 
Iran's expansionist dream of a 
Shi’ite fundamentalist state in 
southern Iraq and threaten 
George Bush's plans for the 
Gulf. 

These border crossings have 
not yet been fully confirmed, 
because the U.S. intelligence 
community lacks proof from 
eyewitness agents. But the 
People’s Mujahedeen, Iranian 
dissidents who oppose 
Tehran's mullahs and are orga- 
nised into military units in 
Iraq, have eyewitness evidence 
of cross-border combat. They 
have captured and interviewed 
revolutionary guards, some of 
whom are disguised in Kurdish 
costume. 

Here, then, is one more un- 
intended consequence of Presi- 
dent Bush's brilliant military 
triumph over Saddam Hus- 
sein. While the eyes of the 
world are fixed on more than 
one million Kurds facing de- 
vastation along Iraq's northern 
borders, in the South, Iran 
sows seeds of influence with 
Saddam -haring Shi'ites. 


Saddam ' 

(Con tinned Cram page 1) 

Iraq to make a new start. 

“Our country bas to become 
prosperous once again, confident 
in itself, confident in the loyalty 
of its men and women and all that 
has happened will become stories 
of the past.’’ 

The Baghdad newspapers pic- 
tured the president praying at a 
mosque and talking to officials at 
Erbil, -the administrative capital 
of Iraqi Kurdistan. They also 
showed him in front of a crowd at 
Mosul, Iraq's third largest city. 

Visits by foreign journalists to 
'Erbil and to Sulaimaniya, the 
cradle of Kurdish nationalism 
further to the east near the bor- 
der with Iran, suggested that re- 
fugees had started to filter back 
home in the past few days. 

But there was no sign of a mass 
return from the mountains and 
the borders with Iran and Tur- 
key. 

Local offidals told journalists 
in Erbil on Saturday that up to 
50,000 people bad returned. They 
said in Sulaimaniya on Thursday 
that up to 25.000 had come back. 

Kurds form about 20 per cent' 
of Iraq's 18 million people. 

Another report said offidals of 
the Kurdistan autonomous region 
had declared that 40,000 to 
50,000 families had returned 
since the government's amnesty 
announcement early this month. 

The government, trying to win 
back the confidence of foe peo- 


Westem intelligence experts 
suspect that Tehran has 
attempted to obscure these ac- . 
tions by floating stories of im- 
minent ‘ release, which never 
takes place, of American hos- 
tages in Lebanon. Meanwhile, 
Iran enlarges its political pow- 
er for what it has long been 
plotting: establishment of a 
pro-Tehran Shi’ite state that 
would encompass a large part 
of Iraq, with its capital in the 
Shi’ite stronghold of Karbala. 
There goes the Gulfs balance 
of power. 

The Revolutionary Guards, 
Iran's mainstay in its eight-year 
war with Iraq, were ordered to 
border areas when the U.S.- 
led coalition opened fire in 
January. Thousands of guards 
took over regular military 
camps close to the Iraqi fron- 
tier. They first crossed the bor- 
der, in battalion strength, in 
early March at points ranging 
from near Basra in the south 
all the way up to the Kurdish 
region near Irbfl and the Tur- 
kish border. 

The guards' initial military 
orders were to attack the 
camps of the Mujahedeen. But 
interviews with captured 
guards suggest Tehran is in- 
terested in long-range destabi- 

ple, extended the amnesty on 
Thursday for one week for people 
still inside the country and two 
weeks for those outside. 

The amnesty, for everyone 
who took part In the rebellion 
except for “acts of murder, rape 
or theft which took place under 
tiie conditions of the incidents of 
rioting and treachery," originally 
was to expire- last Friday. 

Iraqi Kurdish rebels charged 
Sunday that government forces 
were still attacking rebel-held 
areas and refugees in northern 
Iraq and appealed for United 
Nations protection for civilians. 

A Shiite opposition group re- 
ported continued hit-and-run 
attacks by insurgents in southern ' 
Iraq. Both reports could not be 
independently confirmed. 

The Iraqi News Agency said 
Sunday the governor of the 
southern province of Basra bad 
met a delegation from the Inter- 
national Committee of the Red 
Cross. 

The rebellion in the south be- 
gan in the port of the same name, 
which was heavily bombed in the 
Gulf war. 

The agency said Latif Hammnd 
told the delegation about the 
effects of the “U.S.-Atlantic 
aggression" and of looting and 
sabotage. 

Mr. hammnd said electricity 
had been restored in most areas 
and pure water networks were 
working at full capacity. 

The agency said the Red Cross 
team was part of a mission to 
provide medical aid and ins tall 
water treatment equipment. 


lisation inside Iraq. 

Asked why he was not wear- 
ing his-regular uniform, a: cap- 
tured militiaman from the - 
-guards’ armoured, engineering 
battalion said, .he wap “not - - 
allowed to even wear khakfc-^ 
uniform, no military uniform 
at all. They told us that if we 
were captured by Iraqi or Mu- . 
jahedeen forces, we should 
deny that we are even Iranians. 
We were told to wear local 
dress, ‘jaffi,’ like the Kurdish." 

Simultaneously, hints 
poured out of Tehran of the 
long-sought release of Amer- 
ican hostages held by Iranian-, 
connected terrorists in Leba- 
non. As viewed by intelligence 
experts, this may have been 
used as a cover to reduce atten- 
tion to illegal border crossings. 

After deliberately building 
up Western expectations for a 
quick hostage release, Iranian 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati suddenly switched sig- 
nals. He told Radio Tehran 
that a “dead end" had been 
reached. Why? Because, he 
claimed with stunning fllogic, 
Lebanese groups that have re- 
leased hostages in the past 
“gained nothing from the Un- 
ited States." That statement is' 

The Iranian government 
appealed to the world and its own 
people on Sunday to ease the 
desperate plight of Iraqi refugees. 

“(The refugees) have left their 
hearths and homes, their home- 
land, and have come to partake 
of our hospitality and selfless- 
ness,” Tehran Radio said. 

“Words cannot express the 
depth of this disaster. Please help 
the Iraqi refugees.” 

The United nations’ top re- 
fugee coordinator arrived in the 
Iranian capital and said 50 tonnes 
of badly-needed food supplies 
had been sent to Iran. 

The United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), Sadako. Ogata, said 
more aid was being flown to Iran, 
which says the world has ignored 
its refugee problem and concen- 
trated on a similar exodus to 
Turkey, a U.S. Gulf war ally. 

The European Community said 
Saturday it was donating enough 
bread, lentils and vegetable ofl to 
feed 600.000 of Iraq's Kurdish 
refugees on mountains along the 
Iranian and Turkish borders for 
two months. 

Mare Pierini, the official coor- 
dinating the EC's relief effort, 
told journalists the community 
would also provide medical help, 

10.500 family-sized tents and 

237.500 blankets. 

Ms. Ogata arrived in Iran 
Saturday. 

The U.N. official said, if 
allowed, she would visit Bagh- 
dad. 

The Supreme National De- 
fence Council, Iran's highest tie- 


taken by specialists as proof 
that the winks and nods of 
earlier hostage-release hints 
attempted to conceal from the 
world the massive border cros- 
sings. 

Evinnif the hostage promise * 
was a cruel hoax. Bush has few 
options for dealing with Iran’s 
new machinations in Iraq. 
“The United States is quiet 
about what it suspects Iran is 
doing, because otherwise it 
would have to react, and there 
is no easy reaction," a congres- 
sional intelligence source told 
us. 

He ridiculed Tehran-in- 
spired reports that there truly 
is a new Iran under President 
Hashemi Rafsanjani. "We 
can’t afford to believe that," 
he said, conjuring memories of 
the Iran-contra fiasco. 

What is afoot in the Gulf 
indeed is duplicity and trick- 
ery, in sharp contrast to the' 
straightforward valor of U.S. 
fighting forces. It is no longer 
so easy to tell who are the bad 
guys, who are the good. The 
Revolutionary Guards dis- 
guised as Kurdish freedom 
fighters are out of place in the 
new world order. — The 
Washington Post. 

fence body, called Saturday for a 
major world effort, m concert 
with the Iraqi government, to get 
the refugees home. 


Poll 


(Continued from page 1) 

This year, 1,131 Israeli Jews 
were polled during the last two 
weeks in March, and results had a 
margin of error of plus or minus 
three per cent, analysts said. 
There are more than 3.7 million 
Jews in Israel. The survey did not 
question any of the country’s 
840,000 Israeli-Arabs. 

The split in the Jewish public 
over how to proceed towards 
peace could be seen in answers to 
a question on how they woukl 
solve the Israeli-Palestinian con- 
flict: 

Thirty-six per cent of the re- 
spondents favoured some form of 
“annexation.” while 35 per cent 
called for returning all or part of 
the occupied territories as part of 
a peace agreement Twelve per 
cent favoured the status quo, mid 
17 per cent called for limited 
autonomy, as the government has. 
proposed. 

In contrast, 64 per cent were 
not willing to return any of the 
Golan Heights. 

A total of 91 per cent surveyed 
this year supported the develop- 
ment of nuclear weapons, op 
from 78 per cent in 1987. Readi- 
ness to use such weapons was up 
to 88 per cent this year, compared 
with 53 per cent five years earlier. 


Baker, who has a rare nose 
for a deal, will likely spend the 
next several days trying to craft 
a formula for a conference that 
all can live with, before return- 
ing to the Middle East to test it 
on the parties. 

But then he will nm into the 
next big obstacle — who repre- 
sents the Palestinians? 


Israel wants only representa- 
tives acceptable to it and no- 
body from East Jerusalem or 
outside the territories. 

The Palestinians themselves 
are desperate for negotiations 
to ease their worsening plight 
in the territories but also want 
■to keep the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation, symbol of 
their national pride and aspira- 
tions, in the game. 

Arab states like Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia seem to have 
turned against the PLO and 
are no longer financing it. But 
they are far from ready to 
agree to Israel's maximum, 
^offer of local autonomy powers 
'for the Palestinians. 

Then there are the Israeli 
settlements in the territories. 
The United States calls them 
an obstacle to peace but Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
says they are none of Amer- 
ica's business and have nothing 
to do with the peace process. 

One diplomat who has seen 
several attempts at Mideast 
peacemaking come and go, 
likens the process to the popu- 
lar childrens’ electronic video 
games. 

“The prospective peacemak- 
er is like the little man in the 
video game who has to over- 
come constant sniping from 
those who would stop him in 1 
his tracks or zap him with 
death rays," said the diplomat 

“If he succeeds, he advances 
to the next level of the game, 
where the same thing happens 
again." 

Baker is a good player and 
he may have nursed his fledg- 
ling peace process through the 
first level. 

But there are plenty of peo- 
ple out there waiting to zap it 
with -death rays as he progres- 
ses to the next stage. ■ 


LETTERES 


A giant step backwards 

To the Editor: 

NOAM CHOMSKY'S article, “The weak shall inherit nothing," 
(the Jordan Times, April 3, 91) crystallises many other authors' 
thoughts on the new cynicism permeating U.S. government 
policy. Politics in practice hav* always been exploitative and 
■racist, but they have usually been disguised as necessary evils 
essential to the eventual benefit of everyone involved. Now, there 
is no attempt to hide the equatiotisthat brute force wiH conquer. 
No apologies are offered. Acceptance of force is the only viable 
alternative. However, if this is the new morality, publicly 
flaunted, what will happen to our court system, corporate 
responsibilities and international business ethics? We are headed 
for a state of anarchy, a time of lawlessness, and a negation of 
religious teachings and humanitarianism. Perhaps a line could be 
drawn separating government and individual actions. Corpora- 
tions would have their own individual codes, depending upon how 
much they could contribute to government power. This new world 
order would be a giant step backwards for humanity. 

(Mrs.) Judith Abu Jaber 
P.O. Box 950392 

Amman. 


Shamir 

(Continued from page 1) 
details. 

Mr. Shamir played down Hous- 
ing Minister Ariel Sharon’s prom- 
ises to step up Jewish settlement 
boil ding in the occupied territor- 
ies. 

He said Mr. Sharon was doing 
nothing without government 
approval, and added “there is 
more publicity here than facts." 

Construction in the occupied 
territories “continues all the 
time, it is natural. There is life 
there, so there is development," 
Mr. Shamir said. 

Asked if he was aware of all- 
Mr. Sharon's settlement plans, 
Mr. Shamir replied: *T don’t have 
to go into details, if you are 
constructing one house or two 
houses it doesn’t require special 
permission of the government 
and it does not have to come to 
my knowledge." 

Led by Mr. Sharon, cabinet 
critics claim Israel's proposals ex- 
pose it to pressure for “territorial 
concessions.” 

Mr. Sharon has also arou sed 
Mr. Shamir of making decisions 
without consulting with his minis- 
ters, but he is thought to be fax 
from voicing a majority of views 
in the 20-man cabinet. 

Foreign Minister Levy rebuked 
toe hardline cabinet colleagues 
for their criticism, saying that “no 
government in the world can 
acMpt” such opposition from 
within. 

"That ministers in the govern- 
ment should attack the govern- 
ment and portray it has having 
sold Out the country... this is 
^responsible,” Mr. Levy told re- 
porters after the weekly cabinet 
session. 

Sovemment cannot be 
divided into those who are ‘pre- 
serving the interests of the peo- 
ple and those who are ‘abandon- 

toe people and the country ” 
Mr. Levy added. 

In agreeing to a regional con- 
ference, Israel and the United 


States had “removed land mines" 
on the road to peace. Levy said. 

On settlement, Mr. Levy said: 
“No one promised to stop con- 
struction in (the West Bank) and 
Gaza. No Israeli government..." 

“Our right cannot be chal- 
lenged. There is one difference — 
don’t upset the whole world," he 
said. 

Pullout 

(Cottfhmed from page 1) 

forces would remain in the de- 
militarised zone until the U.N. 
observer unit takes over. A . 
spokesman for the U.N. observed 
group, Joachim Hutter, said Sun- 
day that be could not when that 
would be. 

“In light of Iraqi acceptance of 
United Nations Security fjoimdl 
Resolution 687 and the ‘com- 
mencement of the deployment of 

to e U.N. observer unit to toe 
demilitarised zone, coalition 
forces will begin withdrawing 
from their current positions in 
Iraq south of the Euphrates River 
and start moving south to the 
demilitarised zone established by 
the U.N. resolution,” the com- 
munique said. 

The central command said the 
United States will continue to fly 
combat air patrols to protect 
allied land forces along the de-v 
militarised strip. 

Nearly 30,000 Iraqi refugees 
remain in the Safwan area, five 
kilometres inside Iraq near the 
Kuwait border, and at another 
camp in the town of Rafha, which 
is outside the demilitarised zone. 

A 500-man French helicopter 
squadron, based near the town of 
Salman, is believed to be the only 
non-American unit of the Gulf 
war allies in the area. There was 
no word on when they would 
withdraw. 

The commander of the U.N.* 
force due to patrol the denrilita-T 
JJpcd zone, Austrian lieutenant- 
General Gunther Greindl, ar- 
nved in Kuwait Saturday. He 
neld talks on Sunday with the 
emir 





An uneasy truce in DFLP 
awaiting the verdict at PCC 


By P.V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A de facto truce 
appeared to have taken effect 
between the two feuding fac- 
* dons in one of the largest and 
influential Palestinian groups, 
the Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine 
'fDFLP), pending the conven- 
,ing of the Palestine Central 
Council (PCC), which will 
meet in Tunis on April 21. 

The halt in the war of words 
between DFLP leader Nayef 

Hawalmeb and his erstwhile 

close aide Yasser Abed Rabbo 
offers a respite to the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO), which itself is facing an 
uphill straggle against Amer- 
ican -Israeli attempts to margi- 
nalise hs role in the Middle 
East peace process. 

The split in the DFLP, the 
third largest faction in the' 
PLO after Fateh and the Popu- 
lar Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP), is seen by 
many observers as rooted in 
political differences but turned 
more personal between 
Damascus-based Hawatmeh 
and Tunis-based Abed Rabbo. 
who is also a member of the 
PLO Executive Committee. 

Tbe simmering conflict 
emerged to tbe surface and. 
was fought in the open since 
last month when Mr. Hawat- 
meh, founder and secretary- 
general of the Marxist- 
oriented group, sent an official 
request on behalf of the DFLP 
Central Committee addressed 
to PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat designating Tayseer Khaled 
as observer in the PLO Execu- 
tive Committee regardless of 
Mr. Abed Rabbo's mem- 
bership in the 15-man panel. 

The speaker of the Palestine 
National Council (PNC), the 
policymaking body of the 
Palestinian movement, has 
accepted the DFLP nomina- 
tion, but rejected a bid by Mr. 
Hawatmeh to replace Mr. 
Abed Rabbo in the Executive 
Committee saying that any 
appointment or replacement 
of PLO executives wall have to 
be made by tbe PNC as and 
when it meets next, spumes 
close to the PLO said. „ 

Tbe Palestine Central Com- 
■ . mittee, which liaises between 
the PNC and the Executive 
Committee, will discuss the 
DFLP feud and decide 
whether to call a PNC meet- 
ing, according to the sources. 

“Whether or not the rivals 
will formalise their split into 
Hawatmeh and Abed Rabbo 
camps depends on the decision 
of the Central Committee," 
said one of the sources. “The 
committee has to decide 
whether to accept Mr. Hawat- 
meh’s request, which implies a 
convocation of the PNC, or 
reject it saying the PNC will 
meet as and when the normal 
course of events warrants," 
the source said. 

Political observers said Mr. 
Hawatmeh, whose supporters 
control most key positions 
within the DFLP hierarchy — 
including finances — appeared 
to be in a better position to 
retain the leadership of the 
hardcore members of the fac- 
tion if Mr. Abed Rabbo de- 
cides to form his own group. 

Both camps are maintaining 
that they have the support of a 
majority in the 61-member 
Central Committee of the 
DFLP, and both use tbe offi- 
cial stationary and stamps 
of the committee in their com- 
muniques. Abed Rabbo sup- 
porters claim that they have 
the support of nine of the 11 
Central Committee members 
from the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza — “the Palestinian 
constituency that matters" — 
as one Abed Rabbo supporters 
put it 

The DFLP leads all other 
factions in terms of support 
from Palestinian women’s 
movements. Ms. Zuhaira 
Kama), the senior-most 

Palestinian woman activist in 

the occupied territories, is re- 
ported to be an ardent suppor- 
ter of Mr. Abed Rabbo, but 
Hawatmeh supporters argue 
that such support stems from 
Mr. Abed Rabbo’s status as a 
PLO executive who can influ- 
ence top-level decisions. 

The Hawatmeb-Abed Rab- 
bo .split has been marked by 
accusations and counter- 
charges, stripping of each 
other of DFLP positions and 
expulsion of each other from 
the group. 

The feud dates back to Au- 
gust 1988, when the rivals 
dashed over strategy towards 
the Palestinian uprising which 
had begun eight months ago in 
the occupied territories. 
However, they decided to bury 
the differences when various 
PLO factions, buoyed by rid- 
ing tbe wave of the intifada. 



Nayef Hawatmeh 

got together, convened the 
PNC and mapped out a new 
strategy, which was trans- 
formed into a peace initiative 
based on a two-state solution. 

All PLO factions, except 
those dissident wings openly 
supported by Syria, accepted 
the initiative. (Although the 
DFLP and the PFLP are based 
in Syria 1 , analysts say that it 
would not be fair to categorise 
them as open supporters of the 
Syrian line of thinking). In 
fact, tbe DFLP and PFLP were 
reserving the right to voice 
their objections to tbe course 
that tbe PLO leadership might 
adopt when they assumed 
seats in tbe Executive Com- 
mittee, according to PLO 
observers. 

A senior PLO official step- 
ped into the fray this week 
with a castigating attack on 
both sides of the DFLP. 

“At a time when the PLO is 
tbe target of a concerted cam- 
paign led by the U.S. and 
Israel to marginalise its role, 
here we have a factional strug- 
gle for power and titles,” said 
the official on condition of 
anonymity. “The entire future 
of the Palestinian liberation 
struggle is at stake, and we can 
do without any fight among 
ourselves," he added angrflv- 

Factional splits have always 
been a hallmark of the PLO.. 
Almost every faction of the 
organisation has been -split at 
least once: The DFLP as 
well as the PFLP-GC led by 
Ahmad JIbril are breakaway 
groups from the PFLP; Fateh 
was splintered in 1983 with 
Colonel Saeed Musa heading a 
rival Fateh-Uprising group 
based in Damascus in addition 
to the dissident Fateh Revolu- 
tionary Council led by Sabri AJ 
Banna (Abu Nidal}; the Pales- 
tine Liberation From (PLF) 
has two wings — one based in 
Iraq and led by Mahmoud 
Abbas (Abu Abbas) and the 
other based in Damascus and 
led by supporters of the late 
Talaat Yaqoub. 

.According to DFLP 
sources, one of me key reasons 
behind the split involves the 
status of the Iordan Democra- 
tic Party, which was set up by 
DFLP supporters. “While Mr. 
Abed Rabbo argues that the 
Jordan Democratic Party 
should be a totally indepen- 
dent Jordanian political orga- 
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Yasser Abed Rabbo 

□isation in view of the Jordan’s 
(1988) decision to severe legal 
and administrative links with 
the occupied West Bank, Mr. 
Hawatmeh believes that it 
should remain an integral pan 
of tbe mainstream DFLP," 
said a DFLP insider. 

Another reason behind the 
split, according to Another 
source, is Mr. Hawatmeh’s 
drive to maintain the inde- 
pendence of the DFLP hi the 
occupied territories. The 
group is represented in tbe 
unified leadership of the upris- 
ing along with other PLO fac- 
tions, but Mr. Hawatmeh “has 
always maintained that the 
DFLP should be in a position 
not to allow its opinions and 
actions vetoed by others in the 
(intifada) leadership," said 
another source. 

“Obviously this puts Mr. 
Abed Rabbo in a difficult 
situation within the Executive 
Committee, particularly when 
the DFLP component in the 
intifada leadership opposes de- 
risions relayed to it by the 
mainstream PLO leadership," 
the source pointed out. 

At the same time, when Mr. 
Abed Rabbo seeks to convince 
the mainstream DFLP lead- 
ership of the soundness of the 
Executive Committee's deci- 
sions. he exposes himself to be - 
labelled as being “too close to 
Fateh," which is^led by Mr.'. 
Arafat. 

"It is a combination of all 
these factors that accumulated 
since mid-1988 that led to the 
split,” according to the source. 

Informed Palestinian 
sources also argued that Mr. 
Hawatmeh felt that Mr. Abed 
Rabbo, who is in charge of the 
information department of the 
PLO, has gone “too close'* to 
tbe thinking of Mr. Arafat, 
whose so-called moderate 
approach to Middle East peace 
efforts is not folly endorsed by 
the DFLP founder, particular- 
ly after IS months of an Amer- 
ican-PLO dialogue got the 
PLO almost nowhere in its 
quest for an independent 
Palestinian state following Mr. 
Arafat’s renunciation of ter- 
rorism and acceptance of the 
state of Israel in December 
1988. 

Mr. Abed Rabbo headed 
the PLO tide in the dialogue, 
which was confined on the 
American tide to the U.S. 
ambassador to Tunisia. 
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Kurds are hungry but so are the rest of the Iraqis 

Selective world sympathy — 
another level of double standards 



A Kurdish fighter 

The writer, Sana Atryeh, has just returned from a three-week visit 
to Iraq. 


THE KURDISH rebellion in 
the north of Iraq and the inter- 
national attention the Kurds 
there have received as a result 
has somewhat shocked the Ira- 
qi people and they see this 
attention as being unfair to the 
rest of the Iraqi population. 

Both officials and orimary 
people in Baghdad ha'e de- 
scribed what they saw as "the 
sudden interest in the welfare" 
of the Iraqi Kurds as being 
"unjust and another page of 
the conspiracy against Iraq. 

“Since when is tbe world, 
particularly Iran and Turkey, 
so concerned about the wel- 
fare and security of the Kurds 
of Iraq?” was a common ques- • 
don being asked among the 
.people in Baghdad. 

The Iraqis who spoke to the 
Jordan Tunes on die Kurdish 
question generally emphasised 
that the two million Iraqi 
Kurds enjoyed more rights 
than the estimated 12 million 
Kurds in Turkey and the 10 
million in Iran. 

“In Turkey, the Kurds are 
not even allowed to speak 
their own language (a law was 
passed in the Turkish parlia- 
ment on Friday eating that 
restriction); if they did, they 
would be prosecuted," was 


often uttered by Iraqis, who 
also thought that international 
concern for the Iraqi Kurds 
and not the other Kurds in 
other countries was yet 
another form of .double stan- 
dards in dealing with Issues in 
the region. 

“The Kurds have always 
been spoiled the most by the 
government," a young Bagh- 
dad resident, Mohannad, said 
when the Iraqi army began 
recapturing northern cities 
taken over by Kurdish rebels 
last month. 

“What do they want? They 
practically have more rights 
than tbe rest of us do already," 
he added. 

In 1974, the three northern 
Iraqi provinces of Erbil, 
Sulaimaniya and Dohook were 
given self-rule by the Iraqi 
government, with the city of 
Erbil as the capital of what is 
known in Iraq as “autonomous 
Kurdistan." 

“Previous governments 
failed to solve the Kurdish 
problem in Iraq, but the pre- 
sent revolutionary government 
solved it peacefully," said 
Nameq A1 Sourji. secretary-, 
general of autonomous Kur- 
- distan. 

Mr. Souiji, a Kurd whose 


position is equivalent to that of 
a secretary-general of a gov- 
ernment ministry, told the Jor- 
dan Times that the Iraqi lead- 
ership's attention given to 
Kurdistan "had reached a 
point where tbe area is almost 
more developed and disting- 
uished than the rest of Iraq." 

Mr. Souiji is one of eight 
other committee members, 
who in the local government 
hierarchy, comes after the ex- 
ecutive committee members 
whose positions are equivalent 
to that of government minis- 
ters. 

Iraqi Kurdistan also has a' 
legislative branch consisting of 
fifty members that acts as a 
local parliament. 

“Autonomous Kurdistan 
has a separate budget for all 
types of services, "education 
and so on. and the municipali- 
ties execute the legislative de- 
cisions." explained the Kur- 
dish official. 

The Kurdish opposition 
argues that the local self-rule 
government of the Kurdish 
north collaborates with the 
central government in Bagh- 
dad, but this is not denied or 
refuted by the Kurdish offi- 
cials. 

Schools in the northern pro- 
vinces study all subjects in the 
Kurdish language, the Kurdish 
official stated, adding "do you 
find this in Iran or Turkey 
where the Kurdish population 
is much higher than in Iraq?" 

The Kurdish language is also 
required for students in the 
last two years of high school in 
the rest of Iraq. 

In the central government in 
Baghdad, the vice-president 
Taha Muhteddin Ma'rouf, is a 
Kurd; the Iraqi constitution 
states that the' vice-president 
must be a Kurd. There are also 
32 Kurdish members of the 
national assembly. 

Mr. Sourji did not want to 
comment on the Kurdish re- 
bellion in the north except to 
say that "the majority of the 
Kurds in Iraq are against it.". 

Kurdish opposition groups had 
been demanding an independent 
state in Iraqi Kurdistan. In the 
previous years, Kurdish rebel- 
lions have erupted, but were con- 
tinuously quelled by the Iraqi 
government forces. 

The latest Kurdish rebellion 
succeeded for a couple of weeks 
last month when the rebels occu- 
pied several cities and towns in 
the north of Iraq soon after the 
Gulf war hostilities ended. The 
government troops at the rime 
were concentrating on quelling 
the Shiite rebellion in the south- 
ern provinces of the country. 

Both Iraqi and international 
attention has been focused on 
the north more than the south, 
although the situation in the 
southern provinces had been 
much harsher than in the 
north. 

Traces of fierce battles be- 
tween the Shi'ite rebels and 
the government forces in the 
southern provinces of Karbala, 
Najaf, Basra and other cities 
were much more evident than 
in the Kurdish north. And 


although services and food had 
been very scarce in the south, 

the Iraqi government had 
made a point of transporting 
food to the Kurds in the north 
after being cut off from Bagh- 
dad for two weeks when the 
rebels had controlled the ma- 
jor cities. 

Kurdish resident; in Erbil 
told the Jordan Times last 
week that most of those who 
fled the city and the surround- 
ing Milages had done so be- 
cause food was not coming in 
from the government, which 
distributes basic food com- 
modities at low subsidised 
prices. They said that the food 
stores had' been looted and 
burned while the rebels had 
occupied the cities for two 
weeks. 

The American. French and 
British planes began parachuting 
food and blankets to the fleeing 
Kurds in the northern mountains 
las: Meek — something the Iraqi 
officials have criticised. 

"Instead of throwing blankets 
and biscuits by planes, it is better 
to lift ;hc sanctions, because what 
the Iraqi government could pro- 
vide the people, whether for 
those suffering in the moun- 
tainous region or those suffering 
in Basra, is lOfl times more than 
what is being parachuted by the 
planes." Deputy Prime Minister 
Tarek Aziz recently told CNN in 
Baghdad. 

Trade Minister Mohamad 
Mahdi Suteh ‘.old reporters in 
Baghdad that the government 
was currently providing 10,000 
tonnes of food supplies per day at 
low subsidised pit res. 

Some of the thousands of 
residents who were returning 
to Sulaimaniya and other cities 
in the north after the govern- 
ment regained control of the 
city said they had fled to the 
mountains fearing persecution 
and death. 

“We were warned by the 


rebels that if we remained we 
would be massacred by tbe 
army, but that did not hap- 
pen." said a Kurd who had 
chosen to remain in SuUima- 
niya. 

Apparently, when the Iraqi 
army quelled the rebellion in 
the oil-rich city of Kirkuk 
(which is not part of Kurdis- 
tan) and began to head further 
north, the Kurdish rebels fled 
avoiding rough battles with the 
government troops. 

"So the world is suddenly 
concerned with the north for 
so-called humanitarian pur- 
poses when the situation » 
much worse in the south." a 
senior Iraqi official told the 
Jordan Times. 

“The Western governments 
are now talking about a secur- 
ity enclave for the Iraqi Kurds, 
and forgot about the Shi'ite 
■ fundamentalists in the south 
because they know it wiruid 
not serve their interests." he 
added. “If they were so con- 
cerned about providing food 
for any Iraqi, thev would know 
that the Iraqis in the south 
need it more. But they 
obviously don't care, and this 
whole show about the Kurds is 
just part of the scheme to 
divide Iraq." 

Iraqis in Baghdad express 
resentment of sectarianism, to 
a point where they would be 
offended if they were asked if 
they were .i 'vir.r' * Sf-' ■ 
a Kurd, and rare.} wouid o r 
get an ar.Nwer. So when spc-iu. 
attention and care iv k iven to .« 
certain srr* <*• ' 

..it,, mi 

As Mohannju put it. “For 
God's sake, we are all Iraqis 
and in the same boat living 
under economic sanctions. I 
don't see why the government 
and the international commun- 
ity should give more privileges 
to the Kurds than to the rest of 
the Iraqi people." 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 

Last British combat troops leave Gulf 

LONDON (R) — Britain completed the withdrawal of its fighting 
forces from the Gulf Saturday when the last 340 soldiers flew out of 
Saudi Arabia bound for bases in Germany, the ministry of defence 
said. In a formal send-off. Prince Khalid Ben Sultan. Saudi 
Arabia's armed forces chief of staff, said: "The forces of Great 
Britain fought with great skill, honour and courage on the ground 
and in the air." At the height of the Gulf war, there were more 
than 40,000 British servicemen and women in the area — the 
second largest Western contingent in the U.S.-led allied coalition. 
Several thousand British rroops will remain in Saudi Arabia for 
about six months to complete the task of removing more than 
11.000 vehicles, 50,000 tonnes of ammunition and other equip- 
ment. British warships remain on patrol in the Gulf. 

Bomb blasts at Turkish airline offices 

ISTANBUL (AP) — Bombs exploded on Saturday at two private 
Turkish airline offices here, causing damage but no injuries, 
police said. An underground leftist organisation. Dev Sol. 
claimed responsibility for the attacks, in phone calls to newspap- 
ers. The group said the attacks .were staged to protest flights by- 
private airlines while the national carrier was on strike. A police 
official said that gunmen raided the downtown offices of (he two 
private airline companies at about 8:30 p.m. (0530 GMT) and 
placed the explosives before escaping. The explosions occurred 
immediately afterwards at Istanbul Airlines and the Pacific 
Airlines Tourism Company. 
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Arsenal knocked out of F.A. Cup Edberg wins Japan Open 

^ ® taitu/n *»T Ir^nt nromnrp nn him K 



LONDON (R) — A supremely 
confident Tottenham ended 
Arsenal's dreams of an unpre- 
cedented league and cup double 
Sunday with a 3-1 victory in the 
semifinals of the F.A. Cup. 

League leaders Arsenal had 
been bidding to become the first 
side to score two league and F.A. 
Cup doubles, but could never 
match the flair of their great 
north London rivals. 

Midfielder Paul Gascoigne hit 
the first Spurs goal, a beautiful 
curving free kick, after only five 
minutes and went on to ser up the 
second for England team mate 
Gary Lineker five minutes later. 

In the first semifinal ever play- 
ed at Wembley stadium — no 
neutral London stadium was big 
enough to cope with the number 
of fans — Spurs commanded ev- 
ery pan of the field. 

But Arsenal, the most consis- 
tent team in the country, never 
gave up the fight. A powerful 
44ih-minute header from striker 
Alan Smith brought Arsenal back 
into the game just before half- 
time. 

After the break. Arsenal again 
piled on the pressure, pushing the 
ball up front to forwards Kevin 
Campbell and Paul Merson. 

But Spurs' Norwegian goal- 
keeper Erik Thorsvedt played a 
brilliant game and Lineker put 
the result beyond doubt with his 
second goal of the match in the 
76th minute. 

It was a sad day for Arsenal 
manager George Graham, who 
could have been the first man to 
both play in and manage a 
double-winning side in separate 
seasons. 

Judging by the vigour of Arsen- 
al's second-half performance. 
Graham gave his team a powerful 
talking- to in the dressing room at 
halftime. 

But. as he admitted himself, 
the damage was already done. “I 
‘ !■*: :n the 

r rr. irjT.-tes." he said. Spurs 
nvT.'oliTor Gascoigne was making 
or-!’- V; second appearance since 


a double hernia operation a 
month ago, but soon showed the 
skills that have won him a 515- 
million transfer offer from Italy’s 
Lazio. 

After scoring the first' goal 
through his speciality free lack. 
Gascoigne made a delicate flick 
to winger Paul Allen to set up 
number two. Allen's cross into 
the centre bounced off Smith, 
before being stabbed home by 
Lineker. 

Gascoigne has not fully reco- 
vered from the operation, and 
was visibly upset to be substituted 
for Nayim after an hour. 

Spurs will have the chance of a 
record ninth F.A. Cup victory in 
the final on May 18, when they 
will meet either West Ham or 
Nottingham Forest. 

Spurs keeper Thorsvedt. who 
promised a “Viking invasion'* of 
fans for the Wembley tie. was 
jubilant. 

“It was the best day of my 
life.” he said. “When they didn’t 
score early m the second half, I 
was sure we were going to make 
it." 

“The desire to win was excep- 
tional throughout the side,” 
added Lineker. “We defended 
very well." 

Lineker will have been espe- 
cially pleased with his second 
goal. Picking the ball up outside 
the area, be swerved round 
Arsenal captain Tony Adams be- 
fore blasting a right-foot shot past 
Arsenal and England keeper 
David Seaman. 

It was a shot that Seaman, who 
has let in a mere 14 goals in 33 
league matches this season, 
would normally have saved. 

While their more glamorous 
rivals were worrying about places 
in European competition next sea- 
son or wanning up for the F.A. 
Cup semifinals, lowly Sheffield 
United had their own quiet 
celebration Saturday. 

A 2-1 win over Qifeen's Park 
Rangers virtually guaranteed that 
the once-despairing dub will stay 
in the English first division next 


year. 

“I feel we are there," said 
relieved manager Dave Bassett, 
whose side began first division 
life this season without a win in 
their opening 16 games. 

Mathematically, the slightest 
danger remains. Bottom-placed 
Derby are too for back to catch 
Sheffield but Sunderland, the 
other team facing relegation at 
present, are 12 points behind with 
four games — and a maximum of 
12 points — to come. 

But Bassett, who brought Un- 
ited back to the top division after 
a 14-year absence, is confident. 

“We have got to lose our last 
four (games) and Sunderland 
have got to win their last four to 
overtake us." he said. “I think 
this should be enough. 

“We are capable of picking up 
another point or two over these 
next four games.” 

United's win came in difficult 
circumstances. Away to a side 
that had not lost in 11 matches, 
their chances looked slim when 
striker Carl Bradshaw was carried 
off in the 13th minute with a 
twisted knee. 

But five minutes later, Brian 
Deane scored from a John Gan- 
non free-kick to put United 
ahead. 

Rangers equalised through 
Bradley Allen just before die 
interval but then United’s Bob 

Booker headed home a John 
Pemberton cross to make sure the 
Sheffield side collected three 
much-needed points. 

The winning goal was a person- 
al delight for the 33-year-oid 
Booker, a fxee-transfer signing 
from Brentford two years ago 
who spent the first decade of his 
career in die lower divisions. 

But while the Sheffield camp 
breathed a sigh of relief, the 
mood at Derby was sombre after 
another loss, 3-0 away to Coven- 
tiy. 

It was Derby's 19th defeat of 
the season and, with only 21 
points accumulated from 32 


matches, almost nothing can stop 
them going down to the second 
division next season. 

“It's not very nice losing all the 
time,” said Derby goalkeeper Pe- 
ter Shilton, who bowed out of the 
England side after last year’s 
World Cup finals. 

“We’re not bottom of the 
league for nothing and things are 
looking bad for us." 

Sunderland were level 1-1 with 
Southampton at halftime but a 
contested penalty from Matthew 
Le Ussier — which resulted in 
Sunderland's Gordon Armstrong 
being sent off for arguing — and 
an 85th-minute goal by striker 
Alan Shearer gave Southampton 
a 3-1 win. 

Among the teams eager to re- 
place the first division drop-outs 
next season. West Ham held on 
to the second division lead with- 
out kicking a ball Saturday. 

West Ham kept their one- 
point lead when nearest rivals 
Oldham were beaten 3-2 at New- 
castle. 

John Barnes and Liverpool 
stamped on rumours of the En- 
glish soccer champions' demise 
with a stunning performance in a 
5-4 league win over Leeds United 
on Saturday. 

England winger Barnes scored 
twice and helped with another as 
Liverpool rediscovered the win- 
ning touch in an action-packed 
match. 

With first division leaders 
Arsenal out of league action 
Liverpool picked up three vital 
points to reduce the gap at the 
top to five points. 

But Liverpool, 10 times league 
champions in the last 15 years, 
were lucky in the end to get a win 
at Leeds’ EDand Road ground. 

Down 4-0 at half time, the 
home side staged a remarkable 
fight back in the second half. Lee 
Chapman, the first division’s top 
scorer, produced a hat trick to 
take his season’s total to 27 and 
Carl Shutffflded^notber. 


TOKYO (R) — World number 
one Stefan Edberg won the Japan 
Open Tennis Tournament for the 
third successive year with a com- 
fortable 6-1 7-5 6-0 victory over 
Ivan Lendl in the final Sunday. 

“It is probably one of the best 
matches I ever played." the 25- 
year-old Swede said. 

Edberg's second title of the 
season, and the 29th of his career, 
earned him a cheque for 
5137,500. Lehdl received $72,380 
as runner-up. 

Edberg attributed his success 
to the extra practice he has put in 
here for his doubles matches with 
Australian Todd Woodbridge, 
with whom he was playing the 
final. 

“I think that has bad a lot of 
good effect, especially for my 
serve-and-volley which has been a 
problem this year," he said. 

In the angle final at the 
Ariake Colosseum. Edberg 
served well and dominated the 
first set, winning it easily in 37 
minutes while the second-seeded 
Lendl committed a series of 
unforced errors on his ground- 
strokes. 


“I kept pressure on him every 
service game. Maybe Lendl 
didn't play his best tennis," said 
Edbeig, who also beat Lendl in 
the 1989 final here. 

Edberg broke Lendl in the 
opening game of the second set 
but the Czechoslovak immediate- 
ly broke back and held on for 5-5 
before caving in to Edberg’s su- 
perior serve-and-volley game. 

Edberg needed only 22 minutes 
to win tire third set of the best-of- 
five final to love and seal victory. 

"From the fourth game of the 
first set, anything I touched was 
wrong and anything he did was 
right,” said Lendl, the world 
number three. 

“It was very frustrating today. I 
couldn't get it going and when I 
did go up I couldn’t keep the 
momentum.” 

Later Sunday. Edberg also won 
the doubles title when he and 
Woodbridge beat Australian 
John Fitzgerald and Swede 
Anders Janyd 6-4 5-7 6-4 in the 
final. 

The winning dne earned 
$55,000 and the runners-up 
528.910. 


Sabatini, Graf advance 
to Florida tennis finals 


.^■au'ttrn stays on top Marseille crush Nancy 


BONN i K — A last-minute goal 
by Markus Schupp gave Kaisers- 
lautern a 2-2 draw at Bayer 
Leverkusen and kept them two 
points clear at the top of the 
German soccer first division. 

Second-placed Werder Bremen 
drew 1-1 away to defending 
champions Bayern Munich, who 
remained third a further point 
behind. 

Polish striker Jan Furtok 
scored a hat-trick to propel 
fourth-placed Hamburg to a 6-0 
win at Eintracht Frankfort, where 
five of the goals came in the 
second half. 

Kaiserslautern, who narrowly 
avoided relegation last season, 
got off to a dreadful start at 
Leverkusen when former East 
German international Rainer 
Ernst scored an own goal in the 
10th minute. 

Christian Schreier made it 
2-0 for Leverkusen with a penalty 
1 1 minutes after the break but the 
league leaders fought back. 

Bruno Labbadia reduced the 
deficit in the 63rd minute and 
Schupp equalised seconds before 
rhe final whistle with a superb 
long-distance shot. 

“I had written the game off 
when we were 0-2 down, but the 
team showed all their virtues 


again today and deserved the 
point,” Kaiserslautern coach Kar- 
lheinz Feldkamp said. 

Roland Wohlfahrt. the Bun- 
desliga’s most prolific marksman, 
put Bayem ahead against Werder 
in the 15th minute with his 18th 
goal of the season. 

But Werder’ s New Zealand 
striker Wynton Ruler equalised 
from the penalty spot 11 minutes 
after the interval to take his 
season’s tally to 15. 

With nine matches to go, 
Kaiserslautern lead with 35 points 
from 25 games. 

“The .top teams are really 
dose, nothing is dedded,” Wer- 
der team chief Otto Rehhagel 
said. 

Eintracht Frankfurt have sack- 
ed coach Joerg Berger and re- 
placed him with ex-player Dra- 
goslav Stepanovic. 

Eintracht Vice-President Ber- 
nd Hoeizenbein said Sunday that 
the club had been considering 
terminating Berger’s contract. 

Stepanovic, 42, is a former 
Yugoslav international who play- 
ed for Eintracht Frankfurt from 
1976 to 1978. He also played for 
English club Manchester City and 
recently took over as coach of 
amateur German side Eintracht 
Trier. 


PARIS (R) — Jean-Pierre Papin 
notched a hat-trick — his first 
league goals in two months — to 
inspire French first division soc- 
cer leaders Marseille to a 6-2 win 
over str aggling Nancy. 

Despite scoring for France 
against Spain and Albania and for 
Marseille in the European Cup 
against AC Milan and Spartak 
Moscow, Papin had been out of 
luck in the league. 

But that all changed with a 
three-goal haul at the Stade 
Velodrome which hoisted the tal- 
ly of the league's leading marks- 
man to 22 helped and maintain 
Marseille’s three-point lead at the 
top of the table. 

Papin, France's top scorer for 
the past three years, netted with a 
fine header in the third minute 
and a brilliant shot in the 21st. 
both from crosses by England's 
Chris Waddle, and completed his 
hat-trick with a solo raid minutes 
after the interval. 

Waddle scored with a superb 
free-kick four minutes before 
halftime and Laurent Fournier 
and Basrle Boll struck in the 


dying minutes to complete' the 
rout. 

David Zitelli and Segundo 
Simon salvaged some pride for 
last-bnt-one club Nancy on 
counter-attacks in the 65th and 
83rd minutes. 

There was more good news for 
Marseille’s Belgian coach 
Raymond Goethais as Yugoslav 
World Cup midfielder Dragan 
Stojkovic, out of action for 
months with a knee injury, play- 
ed as a substitute after the inter- 
val. 

Marseille, who have a game in 
hand over the other leading 
clubs, remained three points clear 
of second-placed Monaco, who 
recorded a 2-0 home win over St 
Etienne with goals from Liberia’s 
George Weah and Argentina’s 
Ramon Diaz. 

Marseille, with 47 points from 
22 matches and six games to go, 
look set to win the title for the 
third consecutive season. 

Auxcttc, beaten 1-0 at Lille 
Friday, are third, six points be- 
hind the leaders. 


AMELIA ISLAND, Florida (R) 
— Gabriela Sabatini came 
dangerously close to missing an 
opportunity to become the 
number-three player in the world 
and to beat Steffi Graf again, but 
pulled out a 6-2 2-6 6-4 semifinal 
victory over Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario at the 5350,000 Bausch 
and Lomb Women’s Tennis 
Championships. 

The top-seeded Graf, the de- 
fending champion here, played 
exceptionally well to whip un- 
seeded American Patty Fendick 
64) 6-1 in a 56-minute drubbing. 

Reaching the final guarantees 
the second-seeded Sabatini the 
number-three ranking which 
Martina Navratilova has been 
occupying. This is the first time 
since 1977 that Navratilova had 
fallen out of the top three. 

“Is that true?" asked Sabatini, 
when told she will move up a 
notch in Monday's rankings. 
“That’s very good and I'm happy 
about it. It’s good to go up 
step-by-step.” 

Sabatini held the no. 3 ranking 
before, starting in February 1989, 
but surrendered it a year ago 
today to Sanchez Vicario. when 
the Spaniard beat her here in last 
year’s final. 

The Argentine, who united in ; 
the sweltering heat, almost didn't 
survive the dogged onslaught of 
the third-seeded Sanchez Vicario. 
It’s been a long time since Sabati- 
ni looked perplexed, but her nar- 
row escape sets-up another Graf- 
Sabatini spectacle. 

Graf and Sabatini have played 
28 times and the German leads 
their career series 20-8. But Saba- 
tini has won their last four meet- 
ings and their match at the 1990 
U.S. Open final. 

Despite the seedings, Sabatini 
came to this event the favourite 
over the second-ranked German. 
Nevertheless, her two-hour, 15- 
minute marathon with Sanchez 
Vicario places her in a precarious 


position for Sunday. 

‘Tor me, die’s always been the 
biggest opponent,” said Sabatini, 
of Graf. 4 Tm looking forward to 
playing her, it’s good motivation. 
(Mental advantage) has a lot to 
do with it, the reason why I'm 

wi nning- ” 

“Because she's won the last 
few matches the pressure’s on 
her." said Graf. “They expect her 
to win" 

The Sabatim-Sanchez Vicario 
match held great intrigue and 
some excellent tennis. Of the 26 
games, 16 were service breaks as 
each player tested the other. 

Heat and humidity caused a 
little drama too. Sanchez Vicario 
attempted to inconspicuously 
change her shirt on-court, while 
Sabatini headed off-court to 
change her top. The Argentinian 
also asked for the trainer, re- 
questing advice on how to deal 
with the heat. 

Saharini raced to a 4-0 lead in 
the first set before the fifth- 
ranked Sanchez Vicario broke 
serve. The Spaniard had another 
break m the seventh game, but it 
was too little, too late. 

In the second set, Sanchez 
Vicario bad Sabatini in trouble. 
The first two games stayed on 
serve, but Sanchez Vicario had 
the only other service winning 
game — the final game. 

Sabatmi seemed down for the 
count when Sanchez Vicario led 
4-3 with a break in the third set. 
But Sabatini is the hottest player 
on tour and knows how to sur- 
vive. She broke back in the eighth 
game and again on her third 
’ match point in the 10th game with 
a crafty forehand lob. 

The 72nd- ranked Fendick was 
out of her realm with Graf. She 
hadn’t played a daycourt tourna- 
ment in eight years and was a 
surprise semifinalist. The dream 
ended quickly. Fendick held 
serve only once — in the first 
game of the second set. 


Ito wins fi gure skating cup 


TOKYO (AP) — Former world 
champion Midori Ito of Japan left 
out her favourite triple accelera- 
tor jump, but won the first Asia 
Cup Figure Skating Cham- 
pionship Sunday. 

ho had 1.5 in factored places 
and 163.2 points for winning both 
the original programme and free 
skating. Japan's Junto Yaginuma 
was second with 4.0 in factored 


places and 143.2 points. 

It was Ito’s first competition 
since she bruised her ribs and foot 
in the World Championships in 
Munich, Germany, last month. 
She skated too close to the edge 
of the rink and fell backward over 
a low section of the boards and 
into a television camera. 

Ito won the world women’s 
championship in 1989. 


ANP I FEEL THAT 
NAVIN6 A D06 FOR. 

A FRIEND CAN MAKE 
AN ORDINARY LIFE 
A BEAUTIFUL LIFE.. 





THAT 5 NICE TO 
HEAR, BUT I TAKE 
EVERYTHING HE 
SAYS WITH A 
GRAIN OF 
I CHOCOLATE / 



GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

1W0 Tiinunc Mrflia 5 *niCM. Ine 


FIND THE LEAD 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

♦ A K 10 3 

J 10 8 7 5 4 

K 10 6 

♦ Void 

EST EAST 

J 7 6 4 * 9 5 


WEST E, 

* J 7 64 * 

K 9 

8 3 

♦ 10 9 6 5 4 * 

SOUTH 
♦ 082 
Q 

A 


A 6 3 2 

‘ Q J 9 7 5 4 2 
♦ Void 


. 4AKQJ8732 

The bidding: 



North East 

South 

West 

I ' Pass 

3 * 

Pass 

3 ' Pass 

4 * 

Pass 

4 * Pass 

4 NT 

Pass 

5 . Pass 

6 ♦ 

Pass 

Pass Pass 



Opening lead: 

T 



Here’s a lest of your opening lead 
ability. Look only ai ihe West hand 
and the bidding, select your opening 
lead, then give the reasons for your, 
choice. This deal is from the team 
event 3t the recent World Bridge 
Olympiad, and the outcome of your 
match hangs in the balance. 

Books have been written about 


how to choose the winning opening 
lead. In one of his works, the great. 
British expert Terence Reese once 
penned: "There's no such thing as a 
blind opening lead, just deaf open- 
ing leaders.” Both a Polish and an 
American squad bid to six dubs on 
similar auctions. One West found 
the killing lead; the other did not. 

What inferences arc available 
from the auction? The Polish West 
decided that, since his partner could 
have doubled the four-spade cue* 
bid or the Blackwood response of 
five diamonds if he wanted either of 
those suits led, there was no future 
in attacking either. So he led the 
nine of hearts away from the king, 
with most satisfactory results. East 
took the ace and in the fullness of 
time West had to score a dub trick 
for down one. 

The American West led a more 
plebian spade. Declarer won in 
hand, drew four rounds of trumps 
and cashed the ace of diamonds. 
After crossing to dummy with a 
spade, declarer discarded the queen 
of hearts on the king of diamonds, 
and West could make only his 
trump trick. 

Trust in partner does have its 
rewards. 


Andy Capp 



Mutin’ Jeff 



FORECAST FOR MONDAY APRIL 15, 1991 

Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


ARIES; (March 21 to April 19) 
There is a considerable amount of 
work for yon to do and you are all 
too opt to shove it off on someone 
else who is equally unwilling to do 
it. 

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) 
You want a good time and you 
would like to run away from the 
dudes facing you but that would 
not help at all so enjoy ample 
pleasures after chores. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Let 
aD who have any sort of interest in 
your home life see that you are a 
devoted family member and cany 
through with conditions to be 
solved. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) There are a number of 
choice ideas you have for making 
money but the only trouble is they 
do not apply to today's activities 
now. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Your 
financial ideas are off key now and 
and yon would certainly be wise to 
cany through with what you have 
already started to place in offect. 

VHtGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You are restless and distressed 
but yon are not at all aided now by 
letting others see and realize this so 
take tune out to study how for you 
have gotten. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Whatever those about expect 
of you in helpfulness should be 
followed despite an urge on your 
part to really go off on your own 
without considering allies. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 


ber 21) This is the time for you to 
listen to some expert and very 
exacting friend who has your in- 
terest at heart and who wants you 
to know he is doing his best, 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Now you are able to 
understand better what those who 
are highly placed expect of you and 
despite your reluctance carry 
through with their request. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Even if it is not the 
right time to put that new plan in 
motion nevertheless you are able 
to study all phases of it and prepare 
to act. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Whatever you would like to 
do requiring the good will of one of 

considerable experience is very 
good so get his good will before 
proceeding. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You can talk and talk and talk 
now with allies and get nowhere 
fast excepting some opposition 
even though it may be overtly 
expressed. 

Today’s child: If your child were 
born today she or he has a special 
awareness of modem ideas and 
modem ways of getting ahead in 
this fast moving century. Bestow- 
ing upon this child usual education- 
al opportunities will paid big di- 
vidends and gain for your progeny 
a certain awareness of all sorts of 
modem, up to date methods and 
activities. 

“The stars impel, they do not 
compel, what you make of your life 
is largely up to you. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



The best way to keep love alive 
is to give it mouth-to-mouth 
resuscitation!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Henri Amok! and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, f ' -m «>***-, 
one letter to each square, to form I 
foor ordinary words. I 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


(Answers Monday} 

Yesterday's I Jumbte8: DECAY POUCH FINALE LOCALE 

| Answer He CMYI ipian to tafl. but he certainly did this— 
FAILED TO PLAN 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Kenneth VWne 


ACROSS 
1 Enthused 
5 Finds a sum 
9 '■ — Is Born" 
Seaweed 
product 

15 Food carrier 

16 Barton or Bow 

17 Aswan Dam 
site 

18 Brawls 

19 Plotting group 

20 Fails 

23 Goddess of 
plenty 

24 Comp.. pL 

25 Fail 

31 Eatery bill 

34 Discrete unit 

35 Once around 
the track 

36 Squash e.g. 

37 Impressive 
display 

38 Still 

39 Debussy opus 

40 Paper pack 

41 John — 

42 Crankcase 
part 

43 Actress Irving 

44 Fail 

46 Hit sign 
<7 Choice: abbr. 
48 Fail 

57 idolize 

58 Hollywood’s 
Miles 

59 Seth's son 

60 Bridge expert 

61 Aciress Moran 

62 Editor's word 

63 Coasters 

64 Hog or runner 

65 Enameled 
metalware 

DOWN 

1 Street group 

2 Exchange tee 

3 7 on me. 
Beaufort 
Scale 

4 War deity 

5 Waste away 

6 Be hall-asleep 

7 Sunup 



<e90Tritan«MaMS«Mcn 


8 Method: abbr. 

9 Emphasize 
10 Dark gray 
n Forbidden 

12 Bedouin 

13 Breathing 
sound 

21 Daft 

22 Jalopy 

25 Comical Anne 

26 Against a 
thing 

27 Leave the 
flock 

28 Thailand 

29 Censor out 

30 Cereal 
grass 

31 Pace 

32 Nautical term 42 

33 Transported 

36 Tropical tree 44 

38 don't 45 
say!" 

39 Cotton thread 46 

41 Means of 46 

access 4g 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


pjgUEj aaeja 

RRRPJ~J3 Baaa aaaa 

aQa mH §@ i3 aninna 
Qdqq atiauu 

UHugii QQaua nnu 

aQ RRHPi§ a uQaaao 

□□DQQ gnrire 

nnRH gSpinnGQCJLIL] 

ddho ajaam mnrcn 


On the — 
(point of view) 
Salad stuft 
Yugoslavian 
peninsula 
Fragment 
Jokers 
Hero 


50 Sped madly 

51 There" 
62 Sleuth Wolfe 

53 Wesklt 

54 Concerned 
with 

55 Coward 

56 Old it. city 
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New Treuhand chief 
faces one of toughest 
tasks in Germany 


BERLIN (R) — Germany has 
handed a woman politician one of 
the toughest jobs in the newiy- 
nirited nation — to reshape the 
once communist east and help 
graft it successfully on to the 
capitalist west. 

Red-haired Birgit Breuel is 
new head of Germany’s 
Treuhand privatisation agency, 
the world's largest holding com- 
pany. 

The agency’s supervisory board 
Saturday chose the 53-year-old 
politician, a workaholic with li- 
mited business experience, from 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s Christ- 
ian Democrats, to succeed mur- 
dered Treuhand president Detlev 
Robwedder. 

“Few organisations in Ger- 
many have come under such wide 
public attack in recent years," 
said a Treuhand report on its 
controversial first nine months of 
work selling off, baling out and 
winding down communist enter- 
prises. 

It said the Treuhand raised 
nearly 5.8 billion marks (S 3.5 
biHiou). privatising one m eight 
state-owned firms, including all 
department stores and 70 per cent 
of restaurants and shops. 

But only 1.000 of the 9,000 
firms, which employ four million 
people at 40.000 sites, were fit 
enough to run without loans 
backed by Bonn, h said. 

Nearly 350 firms face liquida- 
tion. Several are already being 
wound up with thousands of jobs 
being lost. Half the eight million 
work force could be jobless by 


later this year. 

Sunday's Berliner Morgenpost 
newspaper said former East Ger- 
many was wallowing in its worst- 
ever economic mire and that 
Breuel, previously a Treuhand 
board member, was courageously 
taking on a difficult job. 

She wit] need the broad sup- 
port of the government, opposi- 
tion and the trade unions, the 
newspaper said. 

“Politicians must above all stop 
treating the Treuhand as the 
scapegoat for conditions in the 
east,” it said. “It was Bonn politi- 
cians who criminally underesti- 
mated the task." 

Exasperated union-backed east 
German workers, confused and 
angry that the unification they 
wanted has turned sour, have 
taken to the streets in recent 
weeks to blame the Truehand for 
dumping firms too quickly with- 
out thinking about unemploy- 
ment. 

Politicians in prosperous west 
Germany have accused the agen- 
cy of dragging its feet over priva- 
tisation. 

Breuel is likely to set a fast 
pace at the agency. A hard- 
working regional politician with a 
reputation as a free marketeer, 
she has been favourably com- 
pared to former British prime 
minister Margaret Thatcher. 

But her lack of hands-on experi- 
ence in industry prompted the 
Treuhand supervisory board to 
appoint an unnamed industrialist 
as Breuel's deputy. 


France’s Michelin said 


planning up to 16,000 job 
cuts internationally 


PARIS (Rj — Cutbacks by 
France's troubled Michelin tyre- 
maker wQI result in 16,000 job 
losses and cost the government 
1.4 billion francs (S245 million). 
Budget Minister Michel Charasse 
said. 

"Micbelin’s plan to straighten 
out (its finances) implies 15.000 
to 16,000 layoffs throughout the 
world," Charasse told the region- 
al television station ^FR3- 
Anvergne Saturday. — * 

Cie Des Etablissements Miche- 
Kn, which is expected to report a 
net loss this week for 1990 of 
about five billion francs (SS77 
million), said last week that it was 
planning to cut 4,900 jobs in 
France and nearly 4,000 else- 
where in the world. 

Last June, Michelin said it 
would axe 2,260 jobs at its main 
plant and headquarters in central 
France and last week it said it 
planned to cut its worldwide 


workforce of over 130,000 by 15 
per cent. Industiy sources said it 
would mean 12,000 job losses. 

Michelin officials were unavail- 
able for comment. 

Charasse said Michelin's job 
cuts would cost the central gov- 
ernment 1.4 billion francs in early 
retirement spending, adding to 
the. central government’s budget 
deficit which Paris -has been strug- 
gling- to keep under control. 

Michelin's anticipated 1990 loss 
is expected to include about three 
billion francs (5525 million) for 
restructuring. The tyremaker re- 
ported net profit of 2.65 billion 
francs (S465 million) in 1989. 

Michelin incurred debts when 
it bought the U.5. firm Uniroyal 
Goodrich Tire Co. last May. 
Analysts put Michelin’s debts at 
some 30 billion francs (S5.26 bil- 
lion) for 1990, almost double 
shareholders' funds of 17 billion' 
francs (S2.98 million). 
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U.S. dollar 
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French franc 
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Central Bank official rates 


Buy 
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676.0 

680.0 

Japanese yen (for 100) 

495.9 

498.9 

12023 

1209.4 

Dutch guilder 

356.6 

358.7 

401.7 

404.1 

Swedish crown 

111.9 

112.6 

4743 

477.0 

Italian lira (for 100) 

54.2 

54.5 

119.0 

119.7 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

195.6 

196.8 
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Iraqi refinery resumes 
partial production today 


Major banks face global 
credit crunch, ADB says 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq's 
second largest oil refinery, crip- 
pled by U.S. and allied bombing 
during the Gulf war. will start 
production of some oil products 
Monday, the newspaper of the 
ruling Baath Party said. 

Toe A1 Thawra daily quoted 
the refinery’s director-general, 
Kamil Ja’far, as saying that from 
May I the Dora refinery on Bagh- 
dad’s southwest outskirts would 
produce 76,000 barrels a day of 
oil products such as kerosene, 
diesel and lubricants. 

Virtually all oil products have 
been rationed in Iraq since the 
Gulf war erupted earlier this 
year. 

“The refinery will resume its 
pre-war production capacity as of 
June 1 when we touch 92,000 
barrels per day." be added in an 
interview published Sunday. 

He said damage to the refin- 
ery’s processing units ranged 
from 10 to 100 per cent and that 
SO per cent of the pipelines within 
the complex had been destroyed. 

Twenty-four of the refinery’s 
200 storage tanks had been des- 


troyed and J6 were partially dam- 
aged, he added. 

The country’s largest refmeiy 
at Baiji, 200 kilometres northwest 
of Baghdad on the road to Iraq's 
third largest city of Mosul, was 
also crippled by allied bombing 
raids. 

There has been no mention of 
when it might come back on 
stream. 

Iraq’s domestic consumption of 
crude oil before the war was 
300,000 barrels per day. 

Meanwhile, the European 
Commission is taking seriously an 
appeal from banks for help in 
avoiding billions of dollars of 
potential claims by Iraq, a com- 
mission spokesman has said. 

But action would have to in- 
volve other countries, he said. 

EC financial services commis- 
sioner Sir Leon Rrirtan and Ex- 
ternal Relations Commissioner 
Frans Andriessen have received 
letters from the European Bank- 
ing Federation seeking a system 
of licences that would avoid mas- 
sive Iraqi claims against banks 
once United Nations sanctions 
were lifted. 


MANILA (R) — The world 
banking system faces a severe 
credit shortage during 1991 be- 
cause of the huge capital needs of 
eastern Europe and the Soviet 
Union, the Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) said Monday. 

“The combination of a credit 
crunch by the world banking sys- 
tem and sharply increased de- 
mand for capital in the USSR and 
eastern Europe could result, in 
the absence of major adjustment 
measures, in continued high real 
interest rates which would further 
increase the risk of recession." 
the ADB said in its annual re- 
port. 

The Manila-based bank, com- 
prising 5(J members including the 
United States. European Com- 
munity nations. Japan and de- 
veloping Asian countries, said the 
fragility of the international 
banking system represented a 
major risk for the world eco- 
nomy, struggling to recover from 
the Gulf crisis. 

ADB officials said huge capital 
requirements of the Soviet Union 


and eastern Europe, coupled with 
plans by Kuwait to tap financial 
markets for billions of dollars in 
reconstruction loans, could lead 
to a serious global capital shor- 
tage unless worldwide saving was 
increased. 

The ADB's lending to Asian 
countries topped S4 bithon in 
1990, according to the report. 

The message of the ADB re- 
port reflected deep concern in 
Tokyo that world financial in- 
stitutions must tackle the interna- 
tional shortage of capital created 
by the big gap between savings 
and demand for funds. 

Japan is pressing for the Group 
of Seven industrialised nations 
meeting in London and the new 
European Bank for Reconstruc- 
tion and Development (EBRD) 
to join major financial institu- 
tions like the International 
Monetary Fund and ADB in 
helping to increase the flow of 
capital. 

Some Asian countries have ex- 
pressed fears that new interest m 
capitalism in eastern Europe 


could siphon away money from 
Asia, the world's most dynamic 
economic region over the past 
decade. 

ADB President Kimim.tsa 
Tarumizu forecast in an interview 

with Reuters last week that real 
economic growth in the develop- 
ing nations of Asia would slow to 
around 5.0 per cent in 19*11 from 
5 7 per cent last year because of 
she Gulf crisis and the recession 
in the United States and some 
other indusrnalised countries. 

He said Japan should help 
cushion the impact on Asian eco- 
nomies of slower world growth by 
further deregulating its economy 
and liberalising trade. 

Japan's trade surplus hit its 
highest level in two vears m 
March, reaching Sh.7 billion from 
S7.U.- billion a year earlier 

The ADB report, released 
ahead of the bank’s annual meet- 
ing in Vancouver on April 24-2n. 
said growth in industrialised 
countries was expected to he sig- 
nificantly lower in Wl and wmld 
trade would slow 


Oil pnees were forecast to 
average $2U a barrel in !«•>:. 
about the same as last year, 
although they would remain high- 
ly volatile. 

"In 1992, an average price 
above 520 per barrel is unlikely," 
it added. 

It said among Asia’s tiger eco- 
nomies, rising inflation and a 
worsening domestic climate 
might clip real growth m South 
Korea's gross domestic product 
(GDP) to 7.0 to 7.5 per cent in 
1991, from 8.5 per cent last year. 

Singapore's growth would also 
fall about 2.0 per cent from 6.0 
per cent last year, but Hong Kong 
and Taiwan would probably do 
better than last year. China’s 
economy would post GDP 
growth of around five- six per 
cent, the same os lasl year, it said. 

Except for oii-produccr In- 
donesia, the economies of South 
East Asia and the Indian subcon- 
tinent were also expected to slow, 
the report added. Indonesia 
would achieve 7.0 to S.U per cent 
GDP growth. 


Economists see need for another 
interest rate reduction in U.S. 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
U.S. economists say further in- 
terest rate cuts are needed to 
stimulate the economy and the 
task may be easier now inflation 
appears to have come under con- 
trol. 

Many economists had expected 
the Federal Reserve (Fed) bank 
to lower the key discount rate 
which it charges banks for loans, 
on Friday, after the release of the 
best monthly inflation report in 
nearly five years. 

The discount rate is currently 
six per cent. 

The Labour Department re- 
ported that the consumer price 
index (CPI) fell 0.1 per cent in 
March, the first monthly decline 
since April 1986 when prices fell 
0.4 per cent. 

Wall Street investors thought 
this would clear the way for 
cheaper credit. Stock prices rose 
substantially following the release 
of the CPI report. 

But shares lost much of their 
gains by midday on Friday when 
the Fed signalled interest rates 
would stay put by draining money 
from the banking system. The. 
Dow Jones industrial average rec- 
overed to close up 15 points as 
investors figured easier credit 


would be likely soon. 

Many economists said the CPI 
report should case fears of some 
policymakers that lower rates 
would reignite a fresh round of 
inflation once recovery begins. 
But policymakers may be waiting 
for signs of further economic 
weakness before another rate cut. 
they added. 

“They have got the green light 
if they see something weak but 
they still have not stepped on the 
accelerator yet," said Martin Re- 
galia, chief economist for the 
National Council of Savings In- 
stitutions. 

The central bank has been 
lowering rates since late last year| 
to propel the economy out of 
recession. On March 9 the Fed 
pushed the federal funds rate 
down a quarter of a percentage 
point to bring it to six per cent, 
level with the discount rate. 

The federal funds rate is the 
interest banks charge each other 
for loans and is directly influ- 
enced by the Fed. 

A number of economists be- 
lieve another cut is warranted. 

“The economy needs a little 
push, because it is not obvious 
that the increase in consumer 
confidence is going to do it,” said 
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Don Ratajczak, director of eco- 
nomic forecasting at Georgia 
Stale University. 

"Consumer confidence right 
now looks good, but if you hcep 
increasing unemployment, it 
(confidence) is going to start to 
erode," said Ratajczak. 

Federal Reserve policymakers 
had hoped that the end of the 
Gulf war would give consumer 
confidence a boost. They were 
looking for consumers to spend 
more after the war ended to give 
the economy a shot in the arm. 

But retail sales in March drop- 
ped by a sharp 0.S per cent, partly 
reversing a two per cent February 
gain. 

“The post-war surge is not hap- 
pening. that's clear." Ratajczak 
said. "The Fed should react 
accordingly." 

Many economists believed the 
Fed had sufficient reason to cut 
interest rates after the govern- 
ment reported on April 5 that the 
unemployment rate jumped to 
6.8 per cent in March, the highest 
level in more than four years. 

Policymakers saw more evi- 
dence of persistent .-economic 
weakness in a report on business 
inventories on Friday. 

The Commerce Department 
said stocks of unsold goods 
shrank by 0.2 per cent in Febru- 
ary even though sales rose by 0.5 
per cent — a sign that businesses 
are keeping inventories lean be- 
cause they expect weak demand 
In the months ahead. 

“My feeling is we are not out of 
recession yet, and given the poli- 
tical pressure on the Fed, the 
state of the economy ... it is time 
for another cut." said David 
Wyss, an economist with Data 
Resources Inc. 


Bahrain expects dramatically wide 
budget deficit in next two years 


BAHRAIN (R) — Bahrain void 
Sunday its budge; deficit would 
widen dramatically in the next 
two years because of lower oil 
revenues, source of more than 
half of its income. 

Rasbeed A1 Mecr. assistant 
under-secretary for finance and 
budget planning, told Reuters the 
next two-year budget forecast 
that the 1991 deficit would treble 
to 1 IS million dinars (S3I4 mil- 
lion). 

It was expected to widen furth- 
er to 125 million dinars (S332 
million) in Calnedav 1992. 
Bahrain would continue to cover 
the deficit with domestic borrow- 
ing through the issue of treasury 
bills and bonds, A1 Meer said. 

Recent figures show Bahrain's 
1990 deficit narrowed by 33 per 
cent to 39 million dinars ($104 
million) because of a surge in oil 
prices fuelled by the Gulf crisis. 

A1 Meer said spending would 
climb by 10 per cent in 1991 to 
590 million dinars (SI. 25 billiioo) 
the government pumped more 
money into development projects 
which were put on hold, after 
Iraq's Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait 
last year. 

He did not have details on 


defence spending, which aiulvslv 
are expecting to increase as a 
result of the crisis. 

Lower oil prices in 1991 were 
expected to cut government re- 
venue to 472 million dinars 
(Si. 25 billion) from 498 million 
(SI.5 billion) during I99U, Ai 
Meer said. 

AI Meer said a government 
study estimated Bahrain had lost 
about S2 billion as a result of the 
Gulf crisis. 

About half of those losses were 
in the island’s banking sector, 
which was forced to make heavy 
loan loss provisions and lost many 
lending opportunities during the 
second half of the year, he said. 

Bahrain is a regional financial 
centre but a loss of international 
confidence sparked by the Gulf 
crisis badly hit most of its 
offshore banks. 

AI Meer said Bahrain's indus- 
try sector lost an estimated S200 
million in revenue from the tem- 
porary shutdown of some of its 
state-owned plants, such as Buna- 
gas and the Gulf Petrochemical 
Industries Co. 

Loss of aid from other Gulf 
states was also a factor. 

AI Meer did not name any 
countries but officials say Saudi 


Arabia and Kuwait used to gran: 
Bahrain T.S million duuis iSiW 
million) a vear to help cover it* 
budget deficit. 

Bahrain cams nun,! of its re- 
venue from oil but buys most 
the crude for its 25H.00U banc! 
per day (h'd) refinery from S.iuJ: 
Arabia. Its own reserves arc ex- 
pected to run out b> the turn of 
the century unless new oil :s 
discovered. 

AI Nicer said Bahrain had re- 
paid all its outstanding treasury 
bills with domestic banks after ;i 
suspended the weekly 14.5 mil- 
lion dinar ($38. S million) issues 
last August to help the banks 
conserve liquidity. 

The Bahrain Monetary Agency 
began issuing the bills again on 
Jan, 28 but the amount offered at 
the weekly tenders is now only 
five million dinars (SI3.3 mil- 
lion). 

A I Meer said Bahrain intended 
to push ahead with planned de- 
velopment projects during the 
next two years, boosting its capit- 
al expenditure to 145 million di- 
nars ($3So million) in both 1991 
and 1992. 

Capital spending reached 125 
million dinars ($332 million) in 
1990. 


Cray says new supercomputer 
outperforms Japanese models 


TOKYO (R) — Cray Research 
Inc, the world's leading maker of 
supercomputers, has said that a 
prototype of its next series of 
machines outperforms rival 
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Japanese models, which some ex- 
perts consider the world's fastest. 

“It will have four to five rimes 
the performance for the same 
price as competitive models," 
Cray Chairman John Rollwagen 
told reporters. 

Cray's assertion is based on 
tests conducted over the past few 
months by the Los Alamos 
National Laboratory in the Un- 
ited Stales and Japan's Atomic 
Energy Research Institute. 

Los Alamos scientists, who un- 
veiled results of their indepen- 
dent tests in a technical 
announcement, may not be 
pleased with Cray's promotional 
use of the numbers. 

“These data represent the sci- 
entific computing workload at 
Los Alamos only. You have to 
use caution in comparing these 
results.” said Harvey Wasser- 
man. a Los Alamos scientist in- 
volved in the testing. 

The performance of supercom- 
puters — used for such tasks as 
modelling airflow over wings or 
making long-term weather fore- 
casts — varies greatly. 

A machine could excel in one 
field and fall flat in another. 
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The benchmarks run at Los 
Alamos compared single proces- 
sor performances of Cray's pro- 
totype C-90 supercomputer, 
which will be called the YMP-16 
when it is unveiled late this year, 
with NEC Corp’s SK-S and Fujit- 
su Ltd's VP2600 machines. 

NEC's supercomputer, which 
the company says has a peak 
performance of 22 billion calcula- 
tions per second, uses the world's 
fastest single processor, some ex- 
perts say. 

Cray's C-90 outpaced NEC’s 
machine in 11 of 15 tests and 
outperformed Fujitsu’s machine in 
mine of 15. 

If the Cray was in its full 
16-processor configuration, ns 
speed would average 4.4 times 
that of an NEC supercomputer in 
its maximum four-processor con- 
figuration, and 18 times that of 
Fujitsu's best one -processor mod- 
el, data showed. 

Yet in several tests, the 
Japanese machines ran circles 
around Cray’s, underscoring ex- 
pert's warnings not to read too 
much into averages. 

"It's like comparing apples and 
oranges. Averages don’t mean 
anything," one said. 

As if to prove the point, the 
peak performance of Cray's 
machine was 16 billion calcula- 
tions per second, far below the 22 
billion NEC claims. 

“Their 22 gigaflops (billions of 
calculations per second) is 
apparently not borne out by the 
benchmarks at Los Alamos,” 
Cray spokesman Franklin Pansi 
said. 

Cray's 16-processor YMP-16 
will be unveiled this autumn and 
will cost S25 to S30 million, he 
said. 

Cray also introduced a new 
low-cost supercomputer at two- 
thirds the cost of previous Cray 
models with comparable per- 
formance. The Y-MP4E. based 
on technologies unveiled last 
year, is available in two- or four- 
processor configurations and 
achieves sustained performance 
of more than one billion calcula- 
tions per second. 

Machines will be delivered 
from May with prices starting at 
about one billion yen (S7.4 mil- 
lion). 
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Soviet Georgia elects first 
president with wide powers 


MOSCOW (R) — Parliament in 
breakaway Soviet Georgia Sun- 
day boosted the republic's inde- 
pendence bid by electing 
nationalist leader Zviad Gam- 
sakhurdia as its first executive 
president. 

Deputies in the chamber rose 
to their feet clapping and cheer- 
ing after the vote appointing 
Gamsakhurdia, who had ruled 
the southern republic as head of 
parliament since November, local 
journalists in the capital Tbilisi 
said. 

The 209 deputies present also 
voted to give Gamsakhurdia 
widespread powers, including the 
right to appoint the government 
and declare a state of war in the 
republic, which declared inde- 
pendence from the Soviet Union 
last week. 

Gamsakhurdia’s election will 
strengthen his hand in the battle 
of mils against Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev, who is strug- 
gling to prevent the country from 
disintegrating. 

“Since the situation in Georgia 
is extreme, and they consider 


themselves to be at war with the 
centre, they feel it necessary to 
have a president with legitimate 
executive powers," one journalist 
said. 

Gamsakhurdia will stay in his 
post until May 26, when direct 
presidential elections will be held 
throughout the southern republic 
of five million people. 

The local parliament has yet to 
pass a law on how the May 26 
elections will be carried out, but 
local journalists said it was likely 
Gamsakhurdia would serve for 
five years if elected. 

Gamsakhurdia. 52, announced 
the start of republic-wide strikes 
Wednesday as part of a campaign 
to drive Soviet troops from the 
disputed region of South Osseda. 

The region's autonomous sta- 
tus was abolished shortly after 
nationalists swept the Commun- 
ists from power last October in 
the first free elections for 70 
years. 

Since then more than 50 people 
have been killed in continuing 
armed clashes between Geor- 
gians and South Ossetians who 


want to remain part of the Soviet 
Union. 

Hardliners in Moscow have ao- 
cused nationalist leaders in sever- 
al republics, notably Russia and 
the Baltics, of pursuing separatist 
policies opposed by their popula- 
tions. 

The huge Russian Federation, 
whose populist leader Boris Yelt- 
sin is also locked in a power 
struggle with Gorbachev, plans to 
hold similar presidential elections 
on June 12, which Yeltsin is likely 
to win. 

Gamsakhurdia, who spent 
many years in prison before Gor- 
bachev came to power, can now 
only be dismissed if found guilty 
of treason. He has the right to 
cancel decisions taken by the 
government and various minis- 
tries. 

"The president has the right to 
declare a state of war in the whole 
republic or any part of it... he can 
impose temporary presidential 
rule." read the draft law passed 
by deputies. 

Deputies also decided that the 
republic’s president — - who has to 


be between 35 and 70 years old — 
would not be allowed to serve as 
the head of parliament. Gam- 
sakhurdia was expected to resign 
his old post in the next few days. 

Gamsakhurdia, who will form 
The republic's parliament — un- 
til now officially called the Sup- 
reme Soviet of Georgia — will 
henceforth be known as the 
Georgian Parliament. 

The Soviet parliament has 
urged Gorbachev to declare a 
state of emergency In South Osse- 
tia. 

Soviet Interior Ministry troops 
have been deployed to keep 
peace in the region, but Gam- 
sakhurdia accuses the Kremlin of 
fomenting unrest in the area by 
arming the South Ossetians. 

He has dismissed the enclave as 
a Bolshevik invention and says it 
has no right to autonomous sta- 
tus. 

Georgia gained independence 
from Russia in 1918. shortly after 
the Bolshevik Revolution. But 
Moscow regained control of the 
republic in 1921 by sending Red 
Army troops into Tbilisi. 


Carter urges China to free dissidents 


PEKING (AP) — Former U.S. 
President Jimmy Carter strongly 
urged Chinese leaders Sunday to 
release jailed dissidents and not 
call international criticism of Chi- 
na's human rights abuses interfer- 
ence in its internal affairs. 

“Our nations must expect our 
policies to be scrutinised and 
analysed by others." Carter said 
in a speech on Smo-U.S. rela- 
tions, strained since Chinese 


troops crushed a massive Demo- 
cracy Movement in June 1989. 

Carter said he has conveyed 
his human rights concerns “in 
almost the .same language” to 
Chinese leaders he has been 
meeting on his three-day visit. 

He has held talks with Com- 
munist Party Chief Jiang Zemin, 
Premier Li Peng, Foreign Minis- 
ter Qian Qichen and State Coun- 
cillor Li Tieying since his arrival 


Saturday. 

The Chinese leaders have re- 
frained from responding substan- 
tively to Carter's human rights 
concerns, said a source' who 
attended the meeting. 

In their meeting Sunday, Li 
Peng recalled that Carter normal- 
ised relations with China in 1979. 
“We will never forget those peo- 
ple who have made contributions 
to Sino-U.S. relations.” be said. 


Dutch police recover all 
stolen Van Gogh paintings 


AMSTERDAM (R) — Dutch 
police said they have recovered 
all 20 paintings by Vincent Van 
Gogh stolen early Sunday from 
an Amsterdam museum. 

“We have (bund all the missing 
paintings," a police spokesman 
told a news conference just hours 
after thieves broke into the 
museum and stole pictures worth 
millions of dollars. 

Police said the stolen paintings 
were recovered from a getaway 
car used by the thieves and left 
abandoned near a railway station 
in the eastern outskirts of Am- 
sterdam. 

Police said the two thieves' had 
broken into the museum, which’ 
houses the world's largest collec- 
tion of Van Gogh’s works, at 
about 4 a.m. local time (0200 
GMT). 


One held two museum guards 
hostages while the other ransack- 
ed the paintings. The men left the 
museum after 45 minutes. 

Van Gogh, who was bom in 
1853 and committed suicide in 
1890. sold only one painting dur- 
ing his short, tragic life, but his 
works have fetched record prices 
in recent years. 

In May last year. Van Gogh's 
Portrait of Doctor Gachet was 
bought by an unnamed Japanese 
company for a record $82.5 mil- 
lion. 

Tbe stunning prices paid at 
atictions for works by the passion- 
ate, visionary artist have acted as 
a magnet for art thieves. Sunday’s 
break-in was the fourth major 
theft of Van Gogh’s paintings in 
the Netherlands in as many years. 


Salvadorean rebel leader 
killed in army ambush 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — The 
Salvadorean army killed 14 guer- 
rillas — including a commander 
who was the nephew of Nicar- 
agua's president — in what rebels 
claimed was an effort to derail 
peace talks, a rebel spokesman 
said. 

The ambush occurred at dawn 
Thursday in El Salvador's north- 
ern province of Chalatenango, 
said Salvador Samoaya, spokes- 
men for tbe political commission 
of the rebel Farabundo Marti 
National Liberation Front, or 
FMLN. 

Salpress. a Mexico City-based 
news organisation with close ties 
to the rebel organisation, also 
reported details of the ambush. 

“It was obviously an attempt to 
destroy the talks," Samoaya said 
in an interview. “This demons- 
trates that the army has no will to 
negotiate.” 

"For our part, we have the 
political responsibility along with 
the whole nation to continue the 
(peace) negotiations, but you can 
be sure there will be a military 
response,” he said. 

U.N.-mediated peace talks 
opened in Mexico City on April 4 
and were expected to last three 
weeks. A recess was called Friday 
and negotiations are scheduled to 
resume Tuesday. 

Samoaya said the recess was 
called before negotiators learned 
of the ambush. He said FMLN 
negotiators learned of the killings 
from their government counter- 
parts. 

Samoaya said top rebel field 
commander Antonio Cardenal 
was killed in the ambush. His 
aunt is Nicaraguan President 
Violeta Chamorro. 

The 41-year-old Cardenal, 
whose nom de guerre was Corn- 
andante Jesus Rojas, belonged to 
a closely knit group of leaders 
who run the FMLN, a coalition of 
five rebel armies fighting the 
U.S.-backed Salvadorean gov- 
ernment. He took part in most 
peace conferences with the Sal- 
vadorean government since June. 

Salvadorean Vice Minister of 
Defence Orlando Zepeda called 
the killing of Cardenal “a heavy 
blow to the Farabundo Marti 
National Liberation Front.'* 

“His death is the product of the 


very dialectic of war that they 
(the FMLN) initiated.” Zepeda 
told reporters Saturday in Nicar- 
agua at a two-day Central Amer- 
ican security meeting. 

Nicaraguan Assistant Foreign 
Minister Ernesto Leal said his 
office spoke ro Salvadorean offi- 
cials to make arrangement for 
transporting Cardenal's body to 
Nicarauga for burial. 

Samoaya alleged the ambush 
was conducted with the know- 
ledge of Salvadorean President 
Alfredo Cristiani. 

“They knew he was in the area, 
they knew be was a member of 
the negotiating commission, and 
they knew it was an action that 
would have grave political reper- 
cussions." he said. 

A spokesman for the Armed 
Forces Press Office in San Salva- 
dor. who insisted on anonymity, 
said he had no information on the 
report. 

The ambush occurred near the 
village of El Zapote, about 130 
kilometres northeast of the capit- 
al — territory which the guerrillas 
claim to control, said Salpress. 

Eighteen guerrillas riding in a 
pickup truck driven by a civilian 
were ambushed by the army’s 
rapid-deployment Atlcatl Infan- 
try Battalion, Salpress said. The 
driver was also IdUed. 

Salpress said four guerrillas 
managed to escape, including 
Miguel Lopez, another rebel 
leader, 

Samoaya said Cardenal was 
injured when explosives blew up 
the pickup truck, and was later 
shot in the head at close range. 

"nie Nicaraguan-born Cardenal 
arrived in El Salvador in 1969 as a 
Jesuit seminarian, but renounced 
the priesthood a few months later 
to join the guerrilla movement. 

Cardenal had spoken with a 
group of journalists the day be- 
fore he was killed. 

In the interview, held in the 
same area where the ambush 
occurred, Cardenal said the re- 
bels would not disarm just to win 
a ceasefire in the peace talks. 

“After 10 years of war we have 
earned the right to retake the 
path of political life without them 
killing us," Cardenal said. “That 
only will be possible with the end 
of the war." 


Pakistan 

premier 

criticised 

over weak 

Sharia 

bill 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Prime 
Minister Nawaz ShariFs fun- 
damentalist allies have come out 
in the open to attack what they 
regard as a weak bill to enforce 
the Islamic code of Sharia in 
Pakistan. 

But his opponents, led by for- 
mer Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto, have refrained from 
making an immediate denuncia- 
tion. 

The attack Saturday by a forum 
of Islamic religious parties led by 
ShariFs allies came two days after 
the government introduced a 
Sharia bill in tbe parliament’s 
lower house. 

Tbe forum was also unhappy 
with Sharif for delaying the pre- 
sentation of another promised bill 
to amend the constitution to 
facilitate Sharia's enforcement. 

The bill, which must be passed 
by both houses of parliament to 
become law, declares Sharia to be 
Pakistan's supreme law, but gives 
few clues how this would work. 

A forum resolution denounced 
the legislation as a “slaughtered, 
tattered bill” and called for the 
adoption of a stronger bill prop- 
osed by fundamentalists. 

The forum picked on the bill's 
provision for honouring existing 
financial contracts and interna- 
tional obligations to accuse Sharif 
of seeking to retain the system of 
paying interest for three more 
years. It says interest is banned 
by Islam. 

“On the one hand Sharia is 
declared the supreme law and on 
the other continuation of interest 
is being guaranteed.'’ tbe resolu- 
tion said. 

"Continuing the interest-based 
economy, according to Koranic 
injunctions, is a declaration of 
war against Allah and Allah’s 
Prophet and negates the daim of 
making (Pakistan) an Islamic wel- 
fare state." 

The fundamentalists were in- 
strumental in last year’s election 
victory by Sharif s Islamic Demo- 
cratic Alliance (IDA). The 
alliance defeated Bhutto's Pakis- 
tan People’s Party (PPP), which 
they accused of being anti-Sharia. 

After Sharif took office in 
November, they have been press- 
ing him to fulfill his campaign 
pledge to enforce Sharia through 
a harsher bill they proposed. 

But Sharif presented a bill of 
his own, which appears to sides- 
tep fundamentalist demands for a 
new Islamic judiciary which could 
overrule parliament. 

Sharif said in a speech last 
week he was not a fundamentalist 
and would not block modernisa- 
tion — a remark which irritated 
the religious forum and prompted 
the fundamentalists to demand an 
explanation. 

But the comment won him 
praise from Bhutto, who said her 
People's Democratic Alliance 
would cooperate if the prime 
minister introduced non- 
fundamentalist bills. 


Yeltsin 
calls for 
dialogue, 
warns of 
disintegration 

MOSCOW (R) — Russia's 
populist leader Boris Yeltsin has 
issued a new appeal for dialogue 
between President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev and the disparate political 
forces ranged against him, saying 
failure to talk could lead the 
Soviet Union to rain. 

Yeltsin was s peaked in a radio 
interview Saturday on the eve of 
a visit to France as a six-week-old 
miners’ strike and other labour 
unrest pushed the Soviet eco- 
nomy closer to collapse. 

Gorbachev, Yeltsin's arch rival 
m nearly a year of political man- 
oeuvring, was also due to leave 
for the Soviet Far East en route 
to Japan where he hopes to win 
economic aid. 

Yeltsin told Radio Russia that 
Gorbachev owed it to the oountiy 
to hold “round table" talks with 
all political forces, - including 
striking miners who demand bis 
resignation. 

“Sitting at that round table 
should be Gorbachev, Yeltsin 
and other representatives of the 
republics,*' he said. 

“And representatives of the 
Communist Party and other par- 
ties, movements and strike move- 
ments, including the miners. 
Does this question need to be 
resolved somehow? Yes it does. 
Otherwise that wifi be it. The 
country will disintegrate.” 

There was no sign miners were 
easing their strike — which has 
baited production at one third of 
about 600 pits and cut coal pro- 
duction last month by 82 per cent 
by one estimate. 

TASS news agency said 45 of 
76 mines remained on strike in 
Siberia's Kuzbass Coalfield, and 
12 of 13 were idle at Vorkuta in 
the Soviet far north. 


Oil tanker — 
sinks off 
Italy 

ARENZANO. Italy (R) — A 
supertanker whose cargo of a 
millio n barrels of oil threatens tbe 
Mediterranean's worst ecological 
-disaster, off the Italian 
riviera Sunday after burning for 
three days. * . 

The 109 ,000- tonne tanker 
Haven was rocked by a strong 
explosion earlier Sunday and slid 
under a sheet of black oO less 
than five hours later off this small 
fishing port at 10:05 a.m. (0805 
GMT). 

At the site of the wreck, there 
was DO imm ediate sign of any 
surge of oil from the tanker after 
it went down. 

Experts who went out to in- 
spect the site of the sinking said 
the Cypriot-registered tanker had 
apparently stopped leaking oil. 

“Our planes are surveying the 
area right now,” a spokesman for 
the anti-pollution emergency cen- 
tre said. 

Commander Giuseppe Tel- 
mon, chief inspector of Italian 
harbours, earlier said that if the 
ship's tanks remained intact after 
sinking , they could be capped 
underwater to allow salvage op- 
erations to begin. 

Experts estimate that the tank- 
er, which originally carried 

143.000 tonnes of thick Iranian 
crude, had already lost 40,000 to 

60.000 tonnes of its cargo by the 
time it sank but said most of it 
had burned up. 

If their estimate is wrong and 
the whole cargo of one million 
barrels of crude gets into the sea, 
it would be Europe’s worst oil 
spill since the Amoco Cadiz disas- 
ter off France in March 1978 
when 1.6 million barrels ruined 
the beaches of Brittany. 

Italy declared the Haven spill a 
national emergency Saturday as 
traces of oil started washing up on 
nearby beaches on the scenic 
riviera. 

Tbe environmentalist group 
Greenpeace said its helicopter 
bad sighted oil slicks Sunday tot- 
alling around 25 square 
kilometres slowly moving to- 
wards the Ligurian coast. 

“It isn’t big. It’s enormous,” a 
Greenpeace spokesman said 
speaking from bis helicopter. 

The tanker first caught fire 
Thursday after an explosion, 
apparently during a pumping Op- 
eration. Six crew were killed. 

Three more explosions rocked 
the stricken tanker as it lay 1.5 
miles off Arenzano. The latest, 
Sunday morning, sent a wall of 
flame leaping into the darkness 
and shook windows in the nearby 
port. 

A mass of bunting oil im- 
mediately spread around the 
wreck but the fire later shrank 
back to its original proportions — 
a circle of flames around tbe 
blackened stern. 

In a separate development, a 
fire chief was quoted as saying 
Sunday that most of tbe 141 
victims on board the Italian ferry 
that burnt to cinders last week 
died while waiting to be rescued. 

“Most of the victims were in 
tbe check-point areas, the gather- 
ing points in case the alarm 
sounded," Livorno firechief Fab- 
rizio Ceccherini told the Messag- 
gcro newspaper. 


Violence rages as South 
Africa debates future 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Fac- 
tion fighting raged within earshot 
of Nelson Mandela's Soweto 
home at the weekend, underlin- 
ing the threat South Africa's 
township wars pose to a transition 
to democracy. 

Police said four men were kil- 
led Saturday night when about 
500 supporters of the Zulu-based 
Jnkatha Freedom Parly (IFP) 
rampaged through parts of Sowe- 
to, attacking Xhosas, who largely 
support Mandela's African 
National Congress (ANC). 

The body of an Inkatha mem- 
ber, who had been “necklaced" 
with a bunting tyre around his 
neck, was found about one 
kilometre from Mandela's borne 
in Orlando West, witnesses said. 
They said the bouse of the ANC 
deputy president was never in 
danger. 

Police said another six people 
had been IdUed in weekend un- 
rest, three In Natal province 
which has been the scene of some 
of the worst of Inkatha-ANC 
battles for political supremacy. 

Mandela announced Saturday 
the ANC was forming defence 
units to protea itself from attack, 
drawing immediate condemna- 
tion from the police, who called 
tbe plan a recipe for civil war. 

Mandela has described 
township violence, which has kil- 
led about 1,200 people in the 
Johannesburg area alone since 
August, as the most serious 
threat yet to power-sharing talks 
with the government of reformist 
President F.W. De Klerk. 

The ANC, unbanned early last 
year, has threatened to break off 
negotiations unless De Klerk fires 
Law and Order Minister Adriaan 
Vlok and Defence Minister Mag- 
nus Malan. The organisation ac- 
cuses the ministers of siding with 
Inkatha. 

But political commentators 
Sunday saw hope for the future in 
constitutional proposals unveiled 
by the ANC Friday . 

“The process of political nego- 
tiation... has been taken a good 
step forward by the ANCs pro- 
visional ideas for a new constitu- 
tion,” the Johannesburg Sunday 
Times said in an editorial. 

It said tbe proposals for univer- 



Nefeon Mandela 

sal suffrage, a bfll of rights and 
an independent judiciary pro- 
vided a useful basis for “the most 
important debate in this country's 
history.” 

The Sunday Star said tbe ANC 
proposals cleared the way for 
early agreement on the shape of 
the new South Africa. 

On the far right, the staunchly 
pro-apartheid and white Con- 
servative Party (CP) was reported 
to be considering joining constitu- 
tional negotiations with its arch- 
foes the ANC, and the govern- 
ment. 

Newspapers said CP leaders 
Andries Treunricht had ordered 
the drafting of proposals which 
included an acknowledgment that 
most -whites supported De 
Klerk’s dismantling of apartheid. 

“We have to accept the days of 
apartheid are numbered,'’ the 
proposals said. De Klerk's re- 
forms had wide support because 
they would lead to resumption of 
sports tours and an end to sanc- 
tions. 

Finance Minister Barend du 
Plessts, in an interview in the 
Sunday Times, said international 
sanctions bad contributed to the 
recession which threatened to 
plunge South Africa into anarchy 
within four years. 

“There will be so many jobless 
people that you will have an un- 
governable situation. There will 
be teeming millions who trill have 
no jobs,” Du Plessis said, adding 
the political instability was scar- 
ing away investors. 


ERA, stung by killings, 
steps up violent campaign 


DUB LIN ‘ (R) — The IRA, stung 
into retaliation by a wave of 
Protestant sectarian shootings, 
has stepped up its guerrilla cam- 
paign and plunged Northern Ire- 
land into another round of “tit- 
for-tat" killings. 

“It is a vicious circle with no 
end," a top Northern Ireland 
police officer said Sunday after 
one of the bloodiest weeks of the 
year. 

The Irish Republican Army 
(IRA), battling to oust Britain 
from Northern Ireland, shot dead 
two Protestants, killed two 
policemen and used a woman as a 
“human bomb” to attack a police 
station with a primed bomb in 
her handbag. 

The IRA’s renewed offensive 
followed 12 killings this year by 
Protestant extremists from tbe 
Ulster Volunteer Force (UVF) 
whose targets ranged from four 
Catholic customers in a country- 


bar to two teenage girls serving in 
a mobile sweet shop. 

The IRA always argues it is a 
liberation army that never targets 
Protestants for purely sectarian 
reasons. 

But two of its protestant vic- 
tims this week had no connection 
with British security forces or 
with any outlawed Protestant pa- 
ramilitary group. 

Security chiefs fear the latest 
attacks could plunge Northern 
Ireland bade into the carnage of 
the 1970s when religion was often 
tbe only reason for targeting a 
victim. 

“Tbe UVF is just as callous as the 
IRA. This could be a never- 
ending cycle of violence," the 
senior officer warned. The death 
that most shocked Northern Ire- 
land last week was the IRA kill- 
ing of Protestant Derek Fergu- 
son, shot while watching televi- 
sion with his two young sons. 


Delors backs rapid deployment force for Europe 


MADRID (R) — European 
Commission President Jacques 
Delors said he backed the idea of 
a rapid deployment force in 
Europe to respond quickly to 
post-cold war threats. 

Chiefs of Staff from the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) agreed at a meeting in 
Brussels Saturday to ask defence 
ministers to formally approve a 
plan for a European “rapid reac- 
tion" force. 

In an interview published Sun- 
day by the Barcelona-based Van- 
guardia newspaper, Delors said 
tile force could be set up in three 
years if it comprised single- 
nationality troop divisions. 

Delors said European public 
opinion had been frustrated by a 


lack of coherence in Europe's 
response to the Gulf crisis. In the 
event of a new crisis the response 
would be different. 

“The next time there would be 
more cohesion in tbe way we 
speak and act,” he said. 

Delors said a rapid deployment 
force could be an essential ele- 
ment in the .Western European 
Union (WEU), which includes 
nine EC members, into the Com- 
munity structure. 

He said a first step had been 
taken towards establishing the 
WEU as the ECs defence arm 
last Monday at a WEU meeting 
in Luxembourg, called to discuss 
the outcome of the Gulf war. 

It was tbe first few grains of 
sand in the building of a common 


‘security policy. It could be the 
establishment of a role for the 
WEU in the transition phase to- 
wards a common foreign and 
defence policy,” he said. 

After more than three months 
of treaty negotiations to force a 
political union with a common 
foreign and security policy, most 
EC states now agree that the bloc 
will eventually have to assume a 
defence role to back up its econo- 
mic muscle. 

But Britain, the Netherlands 
and Denmark still fear that any 
sudden moves in enlarging the 
ECs brief beyond trade and eco- 
nomic matters could antagonise 
Washington, prompting it to 
withdraw altogether the dwind- 
ling U.S. military force in 


Europe. 

Three non-WEU countries 
who are members of the EC — 
Ireland, Greece and Denmark — 
were invited to the WEU meeting 
but Delors cautioned against ex- 
pecting a further widening of 
attendance at future meetings. 

Delors said also that Turkey 
and other countries hoping to' 
gain admission to the European 
Community must be patient. 

“We are trying to create a 
group of European countries on 
the basis of realistic ties... with- 
out pre-judging the architecture 
of a greater Europe in the years 
ahead, we first need to achieve 
economic and political converg- 
ence,” he said. 


EC foreign ministers face four-continent agenda 


BRUSSELS (R) — European 
Community (EC) foreign minis- 
ters meeting in Luxembourg 
Monday will discuss a variety of 
issues ranging from a friendship 
declaration with Japan to organis- 
ing food shipments for famine 
victims in Africa. 

As part of a packed agenda 
spanning four continents, the 
ministers will also assess progress 
in talks with East European coun- 
tries seeking closer links with tbe 
Community. 

Poland, Czechoslovakia and 
Hungary have complained that 
their economies, already open to 
EC produce, would be penalised 
under the planned terms of asso- 
ciation agreements with tbe Com- 
munity. 

During the morning session the 
ministers will study draft treaties 
circulated by Luxembourg to try 


to secure an agreement on how to 
turn the EC into a political union . 
Luxembourg is the current EC 
president 

In the afternoon, they are ex- 
pected to review an energy char- 
ter stretching beyond the Ural 
Mountains and to assess negotia- 
tions with the European Free 
Trade Association (EFTA), 
Europe’s other major trading 
bloc, to create a 19-country single 
market. 

A formal decision to lift a ban 
on imports of South African 
coins, steel and iron will probably 
be stalled in a procedural wrangle 
with tbe European Parliament, 
which wants to maintain sanc- 
tions. 

Britain is also expected to re- 
port to its 11 EC partners on its 
efforts to prod the United Na- 
tions into setting up a haven in 


northern Iraq for the millions of 
Kurds: 

EC leaders backed the propos- 
al last week but it is now oversha- 
dowed by a U.S. decision to set 
up refugee camps near Iraq’s 
border with Turkey and Iran. 

Luxembourg Prime Minister 
Jacques San ter and Jacques De- 
lors, presklent of the ECs Execu- 
tive Commission, will also report 
on their trip to the United States 
last week. They discussed the 
Kurdish haven plan and prospects 
for reviving stalled world trade 
talks with President George Bush 
and other top officials. 

Their trip was the first under a 
Transatlantic Declaration signed 
last year which provides for 
twice-yearly top-level meetings. 

Tokyo would like a similar 
declaration with the Community, 
but EC officials said tire ministers 


are expected to agree that the 
group’s growing trade deficit with 
Japan should not be blurred by 
friendly wording on increased 
political and cultural coopera- 
tion. 

Under the terms of the Anglo- 
Dutch plans for a pan-European 
energy charter, the EC would 
gain a reliable source of crude 
-Ml in return for . providing extrac- 
tion and production techonolo 
gies to the Soviet Union and 
other East European countries. 

Diplomats said they expect the 
“misters to split along north- 
south lines on problems in the 
EFTA talks because Portugal and 
Spain, in an argument which 
threatens completion of the talk* 
tins, summer, demand greater 
fishing rights in northern seas and 
greater access to the Scandina- 
vian market for their produce. 
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U.K. minister lets 
house to prostitute | 

LONDON (R) - A n 
reported Sunday that B; 
Chancellor of the Exriu 
Norman Laxnont was rentin 
his bouse to a prostitute 
it as a sex parlour for 
masochistic games. The A 
old chancellor issued a state r 
saying that if the report m the|| 
News Of The World was true, he J 
would take all steps to ensure that 4 
the tenants quit the property. As^f 
chancellor. Lamont lives next^ 
door to Prime Minister John Ma-^| 
jor at an official residence:’ ina 
Downing Street. His own hoidfe is-f* 
in the Netting H31 area of London.^ 
The News Of The World ran^be^ 
story, headlined “chance llor’^fet^ 
is vice den." on its front pag^jbi^l 
the day that Lamont is to 
meeting of finance ministers 
the seven richest industrials*^^ 
nations to discuss tbe world 
nomy. “The tenants were fobaajd sp 
by reputaole agents. Although. 1 ! ^ 
have never met the tenants miy- 
self 1 can confirm that the refer- .£?. 
ences taken up included not 
personal references but also -re--. A 
ferences from solicitors, a befik .rS 
and a building society'. 

Menem declines 
to step into 
family row 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — Argen- 
tine President Carlos Menem de- 
clined on his return from a trip 
abroad to take rides in a public, 
argument between his son and his 
vice-president, swatting ayray 
questions about his domestic fife. 
Vice-President Eduardo Duhafoe 
and Carlos Menem Jr. had pubfic- 
ty traded barbs while the Peronist 
leader was on the last day of a 
state visit in Germany. Tbe vice- 
president blasted Menem’s fami- 
ly, saying they were malting his 
administration look tike a com- 
edy show. Tbe president's son 
called Dohalde a traitor and a 
liar. “The problems between my 
son and the vice-president are 
their own problems,” Menem., 
said at a televirion news confer- 1 
ence marking his return from a 1 
visit to Germany. “Let me 1 
answer like President Bush did I 
when he was asked about his son f 
Neil’s judicial troubles. It’s a * 
problem of Nell Bush and the? 
courts and not of the U-S. gov- S 
eminent.” Neil Bush has been in x 
the news over his involvement as z 
a director in a financial institution J 
winch went bankrupt with big ? 
losses. Reporters swamped l 
Menem with questions about bis z 
family, some of whose members - 1 
have been named- in a judicial 
investigation into a drug-money 
laundering operation. ‘To not 
going to answer questions related 
to my family, so please don’t . 
insist,” he pleaded. “There are so ■ 
many important things to talk 
about.” Menem is being sued for 
divorce by his estranged wife, 
Zulema Yoma, whom he -banned 
from the presidential residence in 
June using aimed guards. 

1st ever robbery 
shakes village 

OSLO (AP) — Police in the 
Norwegian fishing village of Svol- 
vaer are investigating something 
unusual: A serious crime. Svol- 
vaer, a peaceful town of 5,000, 
experienced its first armed rob- 
bery, police said. A masked map 
robbed the local post office of 

23,000 kroner ($3,500) at gun- 
point, said Ingrid Soltid, of the 
local police. "This is an island, so 
it is veiy difficult for someone to 
commit a serious crime and get 
away. I think that is why we 
haven’t seen things like this," she 
said. Police had no suspects, and 
the culprit was described as wear- 
ing a raincoat, common on Nor- 
way’s often rainy west coast. “Ev- 
erybody here is talking about it. 
They are much more shaken up 
by it than people would be on the 
m a inla nd. They thought it would 
never happen here,” SoUid said. 

S. Korean bachelors 
face hard times 
in 2010 



SEOUL (R) — South Korea, which 
imports all of its oil and most 
other raw material needs, faces 
tbe ultimate shortage — women. 
Tbe Economic Planning Board 
(EPB) has reported that at 
28 per cent of meg ma y got b 
to find a bride by the year *, 

Its survey said tbe number of J 
aged 25 to 29 will reach 1,9 
in 2010 while prospective 
aged 20 to 24 will total otflv 
1,518,000. “South Ko^a 
bridegrooms may have to prepaid 
a dowry for their znairiagej^ce 
those of some Middle East cogs^-" 
tries,” an EPB official said.|ffie. 
EPB report said by last Nouan-r 
ber. South Korea’s population; 
was 43,520,199 making it the 
most populous country " 
world. • 
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